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I've Been with Jesus 


By Anna G. Parker 


They took knowledge of them, that they had 
been with Jesus.—Acts 4: 13 
I’ve spent an hour with Jesus— 
A holy, happy hour. 
I’ve looked upon His beauty, 
And felt His sovereign power. 
Then, sitting quiet at His feet, 
I’ve had revealed to me 
Both heights and depths of truth sublime— 
The truth that makes us free. 


I’ve had an hour with Jesus ; 
His glory fills my soul— 
The whiteness of His holiness, 
His grace that makes me whole, 
Lord, let the glory overflow, 
Till all around may see 
Thyself reflected, knowing thus 
That I have been with Thee. 


President Roosevelt's 
Call to Prayer 


In these troubled days, when men’s 
hearts are “failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth,” we shall do well 
to heed the admonition of the Lord 
Jesus that “men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). And, 
indeed, for many months Christians 
have been earnestly praying that the 
awful carnage that has been sweeping 
Europe may be brought to an end, and 
that a righteous peace may be estab- 
lished. 

It has long been the hope of many 
Americans that a special day might be 





set aside as a national day of prayer, 
similar to the day recently observed in 
England. THE Sunpay Scuoot Times 
therefore brings to the attention of 
its American readers the  proclama- 
tion recently issued by President Roose- 
velt, calling upon the nation to observe 
Sunday, September 8, as a special day of 
prayer. This date coincides with the one 
chosen by King George VI of England 
as another national day of prayer for 
Great Britain, since it is the first Sun- 
day after the anniversary of the out- 
break of the present war. 

The text of President Roosevelt’s 
proclamation is as follows: 


“The American heritage of individual 
freedom and of government deriving 
its power from the consent of the gov- 
erned has from the time of the fathers 
of our republic been proudly transmitted 
to each succeeding generation, and to us 
of this generation has fallen the task 
of preserving it and transmitting it to 
the future. We are now engaged in a 
mighty effort to fortify that heritage. 

“Mindful of our duties in the family 
of nations we have endeavored to pre- 
vent the outbreak and the spread of 
war, and we have raised our voices 


against international injustice. As Amer- 
icans and as lovers of freedom we are 
humbly sympathetic with those who are 
facing tribulation in lands across the 
seas. 

“When every succeeding day brings 
sad news of suffering and disaster abroad 
we are especially conscious of the divine 
power and of our dependence upon God’s 
merciful guidance. 

“With this consciousness in our hearts 
it is seemly that we should, at a time 
like this, pray to Almighty God for his 
blessing on our country and for the 
establishment of a just and permanent 
peace among all the nations of the world. 

“Now, therefore, I, Franklin D. Roose- 
velt,; President of the United States of 
America, do hereby set aside Sunday, 
September 8, 1940, as a day of prayer; 
and I urge the people of the United 
States, of all creeds and denominations, 
to pray on that day, in their churches 
or at their homes, on the high seas or 
wherever they may be, beseeching the 
Ruler of the universe to bless our re- 
public, to make us reverently grateful 
for our heritage and firm in its defense, 
and to grant to this land and to the 
troubled world a righteous, enduring 
peace.” 


The Hands of Christ 


OW wonderful is the human hand! 
H Years ago in Liverpool there was 

a surgeon whose hands, laid upon 
a patient, seemed almost to have mirac- 
ulous power. So remarkable were his 
hands that when he resigned from the 
Royal Infirmary a beautiful cast was 
made of them and placed in a glass 
case in the Liverpool Medical Institute. 

If a surgeon’s hands could be so note- 
worthy, how much more wonderful must 
have been the hands of the Saviour! 

So many felt their touch. Little chil- 
dren knew the tenderness of those hands. 
Fevered brows felt their coolness. The 
lame and the blind responded to their 
power. Even the dead lived at their 
touch of pulsing vitality. 

“Behold my hands,” Christ said to 
doubting Thomas. And we, by the aid 
of sanctified imagination and the Scrip- 
ture, may do what Thomas was bidden 


to do, and, beholding the Saviour’s 
hands, we shall find them eloquent of 
great things. 

They are nail-scarred hands, that 
speak of his suffering for our sin. Their 
flesh was lacerated by the nails that 
bound him to the cross. The scar re- 
mained for Thomas to see, and, recalling 
the scars, we are reminded of all that 
Calvary means, that there Christ bore 
our sins in his own body on. the tree. 
Let us thank the Christ of the wounded 
hands that he was wounded for our 
transgressions, bruised for our iniquities. 

Often we are like the young fresh- 
man who had gone to Cambridge. We 
take too casually the Christian doctrine 
of atonement. An earnest Christian 
student was seeking to win the fresh- 
man to Christ, and had spoken of 
Christ’s dying for us. 

“I know all that,” came the reply, “I 
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have been taught all about Christ’s dy- 
ing for us, ever since I was so high.” 

“Yes,” said the personal worker, “and 
did you ever thank him for dying for 
you?” 

That remark went home. It revealed 
that all too casually the truth of Christ’s 
atoning work had been received in his 
mind. And before that student slept 
that night he had knelt and prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, I thank thee for dying for 
me, and I give thee back my life.” From 
casual, impersonal, and easy-going ac- 
ceptanoe of a Christian doctrine, he had 
passed to personal appropriation and 
appreciation of Christ in his atoning 
work for the sinner. 

“Wounded for me, wounded for me, 

There on the cross he was wounded for 

oun as transgressions, and now I am 


free, 
All because Jesus was wounded for me.” 


But we look at those hands again and 
see them to be living hands, declaring 
his victory over death. True, they bear 
the print of the nails that speak of the 
death he died, but as he shows them to 
Thomas, it is as One back from the 
grave, death’s conqueror. He shows the 
doubter his hands in token that it is 
really he who died who is now alive, 
victor over death and the tomb. 

And that victory he shares with his 
people. There are times when we shrink 
from the unseen world, and from the 
strange and mysterious experience of 
death. But, as believers in the living 
Christ, we lose our fear when we re- 
member that the hands that control all 
things in that unseen world are the 
hands that were wounded for us. 

He said to John on Patmos, “I am he 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 
I am alive for evermore, Amen; and 
have the keys of hades and of death” 
(Rev. 1:18). The keys of the unseen 
world are at the girdle of Christ. And 
when our loved ones pass beyond our 
sight “within the veil,” it is his hand 
that uses the key that opens to them 
the door from the seen to the unseen. 
And when for ourselves the time comes 
that we have to “pass over to the other 
side,” we shall be able to say, “I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me,” if 
we remember whose hands* hold the 
key that opens for us the door from life 
here to life there. 

Christ’s hands are living hands. He 
came through death unharmed, and so 
shall we, if we have entrusted our- 
seives to the living hands of the Lord 
Jesus. . 

But we look again, and observe that 
our Lord’s hands were skilled hands. 
In the days of his flesh he was a car- 
penter, a skillful fashioner of many 
things according to the art and skill of 
his craft (Mark 6:3). And this was in 
accord with the nature of things. Was 
he not the maker of all things? “With- 
out him was not any thing made that 
was made” (John 1:3). It is he who is 
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the fashioner of all the wonders of 
creation. “By whom also he made the 

worlds” is written of the Son (Heb. 1: 

2). And that means that he fashioned ™ 
you and me. He knows all the secrets 

of our being, all our capacities and po- 

tentialities are known perfectly to him 

as to no other. 

And that means that he alone can 
make the most and the best out of each 
personality. No life can attaim to its 
highest and noblest, its grandest and 
greatest except as its control is placed 
in the skilled hands of the Master and 
Maker of all. 

See it in Saul of Tarsus. Young, 
gifted, well-trained, disciplined, and 
zealous, a brilliant future in Judaism 
seemed opening before him. But until 
that gifted mind and powerful person- 
ality were yielded to the hands of their 
true Master, life was badly bungled; 
and, all unwitting, he who thought to 
do God service had been fighting against 
God. But when, after the Damascus 
road experience and the surrender to 
Christ that then occurred, the skilled 
hands of the Master took control of 
that brilliant young Rabbi, how different 
the story! Think of what Christ did 
with Paul, and see therein the skill of 
the Master’s hand to fashion our lives 
also for the highest and best. 

Or move out from Bible to modern 
biography. Said the Duke of Argyle 
in 1855, speaking of Lord Shaftesbury: 
“The social reforms of the last century 
have not been mainly due to the Lib- 
eral party. They have been mainly due 
to the influence, character, and persever- 
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ance of one man—Lord Shaftesbury.” 
That was a true representation of the 
facts. And behind the great achieve- 
ment in social reform secured through 
the labors of this statesman there lay 
the fact of his Christian conversion as a 
lad and the consequent surrender of his 
life to Jesus Christ. It was Christ’s 
skilled hands molding and guiding the 
character and activity of this Christian 
nobleman that made Shaftesbury the 
man and the force that he was. 

It is well with that youth who real- 
izes that only the skillful hand of the 
Master in control of his life can make 
possible its attainment of the best, and 
who yields his life to that divine and 
skilled control, saying: 

“I am afraid to touch 

Things that involve so much; 
My trembling hand may shake, 
My skilless hand may break, 
Thine can make no mistake.” 

But we look once more at the Sav- 
iour’s hands, and see them to be strong 
hands, significant of his power to keep 
all we commit unto him. No touch could 
be gentler, but none could be stronger 
than his. Had he not toiled at the car- 
penter’s bench? That hand had been 
strong to save Peter sinking in the Gali- 
lean lake. The strength of these hands 
had sufficed to control an unbroken colt 
in the densely packed streets of Jeru- 
salem. They were strong hands, and 
betokened his power to save to the utter- 
most those that come unto God by him. 

People are often fearful of starting 
the Christian life. They fear they may 
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When Prayer for Victory 
is Unanswered 


I have read several of your tracts on 
the victorious life, which I enjoyed very, 
very much. 

While I have been a Christian for a 
number of years, I do not have the vic- 
tory and power in my life and service that 
I know I should have. My life has been 
one of constant defeat and failure along 
certain lines. I fall so far short of the 
standard given in God’s Word. 

Six or seven years ago, through the 
reading of a book on the victorious life, 
I learned that there was a better life for 
me, and there came a deep longing for 
a deeper experience. I began seeking for 
it very earnestly, and since that time I 
have bought a great many books and 
tracts on the subject. I have prayed, oh, 
so earnestly, but the victory has not come. 
I am being reigned over by a number 
of things over which I know it is God's 
will that I should have victory, but before 
which I am powerless. 

If I have made one consecration, I have 
made hundreds, and have tried to believe 
and appropriate God’s promises. Some- 
times I think that I have at last reached 
the place of victory, only to be defeated 


again. I desire to live a victorious, suc- 
cessful life more than anything else in 
the world. I am willing (or at least that 
God should make me willing) to do any- 
thing or give up anything he would have 
me to. Oh, how I do desire to have power 
to live true to the best and highest I know. 
I have prayed for so long that he show me 
what is the matter and the secret of vic- 
tory, but it seems that my prayers have 
gone unanswered. I get so discouraged. 

For several years I was leader of the 
junior boys and girls in the congregation 
which I attend, but my life seemed such a 
failure that I gave up this work. I am 
still teaching a Sunday school class, but 
often feel that I should give it up too. 

I am writing to you to ask that you 
please pray very earnestly for me, that 
the Lord will show me just what is the 
matter and what I should do.—A South- 
ern reader. 


What would we think of one who 
prayed to God for salvation, and kept on 
praying, and then prayed, and prayed, 
and prayed for salvation, day after day, 
week after week, year after year, always 
continuing in prayer for salvation? 
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How | Was Saved Out of Montionism 


Finding salvation by grace through the personal 
testimonies of faithful Christians 


By Einar ‘Anderson ~ 














countless thousands I was brought 

up in the religion of my people. I 
was taught to accept the Mormon faith 
as the true Church of Jesus Christ, and 
was baptized at the age of eight. -As 
briefly as possible I want to tell how I 
heard the true Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and came to know him who died 
for our sins. 

We lived in Spanish Fork, Utah, until 
I came to California with my sister in 
1926. Up to that time I hardly knew of 
any denomination other than Mormon- 
ism. I was taught that my salvation 
depended on being baptized, obedience 
to the ordinances of the Gospel (so 
called by the Mormons), and a life of 
good works, and I considered myself 
very fortunate to be a Mormon. 

In California I was now meeting others 
belonging to other sects who believed 
the same thing, and then I reasoned with 
myself: “What difference does it make 
what a person believes as long as he 
does the best he can? What more does 
God expect?” 


My Restless Dissatisfaction 


As time went on I became very rest- 
less, would work only a few months 
here and there, and then would move 
on to some other place. There was 
something lacking in my life, and I 
couldn’t imagine what it was. I never 
knew anything about the Lord Jesus 
Christ who died for my sins. I was 
never taught that I was a sinner and 
needed a Saviour. I began to plunge 
into the things of the world, trying to 
satisfy a longing in my soul. 

My brother William, who had come to 
California in the meantime and who like 
myself was raised a Mormon, also re- 
alized that his life lacked something, 
and he began to read the Bible for him- 
self. As he read he came to see him- 
self a poor lost sinner, and he cried out 
to God to save him, and God heard him, 
and saved him. No human instrument 
was used in his salvation. The Holy 
Spirit brought him under conviction, 
and through the reading of the Word 
of God he was saved. He began to talk 
to me about the things of the Lord, but 
could not tell me how to be saved ex- 
cept to read the Bible myself. I was 
interested, because I helieved the Bible 
to be the Word of God. 

As time went on I met my wife. She 
was a Catholic, but that did not matter 
to me. One day we were married, and 
_of course I had a Mormon bishop marry 
us. I thought that now that I had met 


| WAS born in Utah in 1909, and like 


“Isn’t there something in life beside 
just working, eating, and trying to 
have a good time?” This was the 
question that Mr. Anderson asked 
his wife one evening. They had 
been trying to find satisfaction in 
worldly pleasures, but without suc- 
cess, so they gave themselves more 
zealously to the study and practice 
of Mormonism. But they came into 
contact with a number of conse- 
crated Christians, who lovingly and 
tactfully witnessed to the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
this article Mr. Anderson shows how 
wonderfully God worked to lead 
him out of darkness “into the king- 
dom of his dear Son.” 








my wife, and was in love with her, this 
was probably what had been so lack- 
ing in my life. But after we were mar- 
ried a short time, although we were 
very happily married, I realized that 
there was still something definitely 
lacking in both our lives. We went to 
dances and shows and, although we en- 
joyed these pleasures at the time, we 
were not satisfied. 

One evening I asked my wife: “Honey, 
what is it all about? Isn’t there some- 
thing in life beside just working, eating, 
and trying to have a good time?” She 
suggested that we attend church on 
Sundays and see if we wouldn’t be better 
satisfied. I then proceeded to make a 
good Mormon out of my wife, and we 
started to attend Sunday school. I had 
two Mormon missionary girls come to 
our home every Monday night to in- 
struct my wife in what to believe and 
do to become a Mormon. 


The Holy Spirit Begins to Convict 


Meantime I had subscribed to a Chris- 
tian magazine. My brother William had 
encouraged me to take it, and I read 
for the first time a message on the new 
birth, and I became deeply interested. 

At this time I had a baker working 
for me who was a Christian, and he 
told me what a change had come into 
his life when he accepted Jesus Christ 
as his personal Saviour. I invited him 
to our home, and he told me about a 
group of boys known as “First Mate 
Bob and the Crew of the Good Ship 
Grace,” who had held meetings in San 
Diego that he attended, and how through 
their ministry he had come to know 
Christ as his Saviour. He then told 
me they were coming to a certain church 


in Escondido, Calif., about two weeks 
hence, and my wife and I decided to go 
to hear them. During this time I was 
coming under conviction. The Spirit 
of God was working, but of course I 
knew nothing about the Holy Spirit. I 
wondered about God and the hereafter, 
and whether there was any way for a 
person to know for sure about eternity. 
I was very miserable, and didn’t care 
whether I lived or died. 


The Witness of the Word 


Then one day I picked up the Bible 
my brother had given me, and I hap- 
pened to open to the Gospel of Matthew, 
at the 7th chapter, and read these verses: 
“Enter ye im at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat: because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it.” 

I said, “O Lord, I guess I am lost.” 
I could see the broad way leading to 
destruction, and I had been taught that 
we could be saved only by baptism and 
a life of good works; and here I read 
that only a few people in comparison to 
the multitudes would be saved. So I 
said to myself that I surely would be 
lost. I realized I could not merit the 
entrance into Heaven in my own right- 
eousness. I may say just here that when 
we had decided to go to church, which 
we did, and to the Mormon Church, it 
did not satisfy us. There was still some- 
thing lacking. We needed to know the 
Lord Jesus as our personal Saviour, but 
of course up to this time we knew noth- 
ing of him or of his power to save. 

The Saturday night came when “First 
Mate Bob and the Crew of the Good 
Ship Grace” were in Escondido. (Up 
to this time, to my knowledge, I had 
never attended any other church serv- 
ice than that of the Mormons.) The 
church was packed when we arrived, 
but we were successful in getting a seat 
on the platform. First Mate Bob gave 
his testimony, then the quartet sang 
songs of Jesus. Oh, how it thrilled me 
when they began to sing! Then one 
by one the boys gave their testimony 
of what God had done for them, and I 
realized that they had something I didn’t 
have. When the service was over they 
gave the invitation for anyone to accept 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. I was so much 
under conviction that tears were run- 
ning down my cheeks. That night I 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my 
personal Saviour. I knew something 
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had happened in my life; I was born 
again, but I could not explain it. 

The Mormon missionary girls were 
still coming to our home instructing my 
wife. I sensed something was wrong 
with the Mormon doctrines, but I 
couldn’t tell what. The day was ap- 
proaching when my wife was to be 
baptized into the Mormon Church, and 
we set a date to meet with some of the 
Mormon elders and missionaries for a 
certain morning at our home. 

In the meantime I heard that a He- 
brew Christian evangelist was coming 
to San Diego to hold some meetings, 
and I wrote him that if there was any- 
thing we could do to help him while 
he was in San Diego to call on us and 
we would be glad to do what we could 
for him. The following week I received 
a letter from him telling me he would 
be at a friend’s home in San Diego, 
and that on a certain morning about 
ten o’clock I could call for him there, 
and he would come to our home to dis- 
cuss some things with us. We had al- 
ready arranged with the Mormons for 
a meeting on this same morning, and 
we didn’t know what to do. We de- 
cided to call the Mormons and tell them 
that the evangelist would be at our 
home the same morning we had planned 
a meeting with them, and we invited 
them to come and meet him. The presi- 
dent of the Mormon missionaries said 
that he couldn’t say for certain whether 
they would be able to come, but if they 
could come it would be about nine 
o’clock. 

The morning arrived, and we were 
waiting for the Mormons to come. Nine 
o’clock came, then nine-thirty; still the 
Mormons did not arrive. At nine forty- 
five I had to leave to call for the evan- 
gelist, and my wife and I concluded 
that the Mormons were not coming. 

I had never seen this evangelist be- 
fore, and when I first met him he at 
once began to talk to me about the 
Lord Jesus Christ. On the way to my 
home I asked him, “What is wrong with 
the Mormon Church?” He said he 
would explain these things to my wife 
and me at my home. As I had dis- 
missed the Mormons from my mind, I 
never told him that they were expected 
at my home for a meeting that morn- 
ing. . 
When we reached the house my wife 
opened the door, and we were in for a 
surprise—the room appeared to be 
filled with people! My wife took it 
for granted that I had told the evan- 
gelist about the Mormons coming. She 
introduced them, but not as Mormons. 
I had a strange feeling, and I thought 
I ought to tell my friend that these folks 
were all Mormons, but we sat down 
and I said to myself, “Well, I guess 
we'll have to just wait and see what 
happens now.” There were the two mis- 
sionary girls who had been coming each 
week, two elders, and the president 
of the missionary society. 
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The evangelist began by saying how 
happy he was to see so many young 
people who were interested in the things 
of the Lord, and he told how the Lord 
had saved him over ten years ago. Now 
he said: “Brother Anderson has asked 
me about the Mormon Church, and I 
want to explain all about it to him.” 
Then the fun began! To make it brief, 
they began to cut in on him and ask 
him questions, until it finally dawned 
on him that these folks were Mormons. 
Not once did he “knock” the Mormon 
Church; he merely stated that no church 
could save, only Christ could save. The 
Mormons reminded me of how the 
Pharisees talked to the Lord Jesus and 
asked him where he got his authority 
to preach. I was amazed at what was 
going on. After some discussion back and 
forth, I finally rose to my’ feet and said, 
“I have enough. Let’s adjourn.” The 
evangelist shook hands with all the 
Mormons, and he invited them out to 
the church that night to hear him speak. 

After they had left I told my new 
friend that I was so sorry this had hap- 
pened, but that I had not expected them 
to come. Then I said, “There is some- 
thing wrong with the Mormon Church, 
but I don’t know what.” He gave mea 
pamphlet to read, entitled, “The Mor- 
mons’ Mistake, or, What is the Gospel,” 
written by Dr. H. A. Ironside. When 
I read it I began to see for the first 
time what it was that was wrong with 
the Mormon Church. The Gospel the 
Mormons preach is Faith, Repentance, 
Baptism, and Laying on Hands for the 
Gift of the Holy Ghost. So according 
to Galatians 1:8, 9 they are under the 
anathema of God, for the Gospel that 
Paul preached was that Christ died for 
our sins, that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15:1-4). Oh, 
how happy I was then to know the 
truth! When I realized that I was 
saved, and that all I had done was to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as my Sav- 
iour, I felt like shouting for joy. I 
wanted to tell everyone, and I thought 
they would all be so happy to hear 
about it, especially my Mormon friends 
and relatives. I was sadly disappointed. 
For I found that people wanted to have 
some part in their salvation by work- 
ing for it, not knowing that all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags (Isa. 
64:6). Such is the pride of the human 
heart. 

Then my mind went back to those 
verses in Matthew 7:13, 14, and then I 
could see why many are going into the 
broad way that leads to destruction. 
God says in his Word: “By grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast” 
(Eph. 2:8, 9; see also Titus 3:5). But 


1Published by. Loizeaux Bros., New York; 
may be obtained from the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 5 cents 
oostpaid. 
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man wants to do something and have 
a part in his salvation. “Except a man 
te born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God” (John 3:3). 

The evangelist led my wife to a sav- 
ing knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ 
just a few days before she was to have 
been baptized into the Mormon Church. 
How we thank God that we were trans- 
l.ied from the power of darkness into 
the Kingdom of his dear Son, and that 
we are looking forward to that day when 
we shall see our Saviour face to face. 

May I ask our readers to pray for 
the Mormon people? They have over 
2,000 missionaries spreading their doc- 
trines and getting hundreds of converts 
each year. Truly Satan appears as an 
angel of light. To my knowledge the 
only real Gospel work that is being done 
among the Mormons is the Utah Gospel 
Mission, 9277 Amesbury Ave. N.E., 
Cleveland, Ohio, by a dear man of God 
John D. Nutting. Anyone wishing te 
know further about the Mormons may 
correspond with the writer, or with 
John D. Nutting for his literature on 
Mormonism and Christianity compared. 

My father is not living, but my mother, 
three sisters, and my brother are all 
saved, and how we thank God for his 
marvelous grace! 

The Mormon hospitality is known. all 
over the world, and as good people, 
fleshly speaking, they are hard to beat, 
but their doctrines are in direct opposi- 
tion to the Word of God. The Mormons 
(Latter Day Saints of Jesus Christ, as 
they call themselves) are to be pitied. 
The fault is not with the people, but 
with their terrible doctrines. Truly the 
god of this world has blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them. 


STOCKTON, CALIF. 
4 


A Stereopticon Lecture 
on Bible Distribution 


s¢—-*VERY Man in His Own Tongue” is 

the title of a new stereopticon lec- 
ture now available from the American 
Bible Society (Park Ave. and 57th St., 
New York City) and its district offices 
throughout the country. The lecture 
consists of forty-eight slides with an 
optional closing of the appropriate hymn 
“QO Word of God Incarnate” illustrated 
by seven additional slides. 

The subject matter treats of the Bible 
Society’s contribution in promoting the 
translation of the Scriptures into new 
languages, as well as illustrations of 
some of the early historic publications 
of the Bible and its translators. 

The lecture may also be secured from 
the various offices of the Department of 
Visual Education of The Methodist 
Church and the Massachusetts Bible 
Society, Boston. . 





i 





Lesson for September 15 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

















An American Indian Prodigal Son 


How James, an old Navajo, and other members 
of his tribe have found peace in Christ 





By Louise Rosendahl 














HERE are 50,000 Navajo Indians 

right here in our so-called “Christian 
America” who need Christ. Only a few 
of the Navajos are saved. The mission- 
aries who have been called to the 
Navajo field are doing ali they can to 
spread the glad news of salvation. 

It was noon in November one year 
when a young woman missionary, three 
of our native workers, and I started 
out to do some intensive camp work. 
We drove out to Leo’s camp and found 
the family, the flock of sheep and 
goats, and the dogs scattered all over 
the hillside around their hogan. (Hogan 
is the Navajo word for home.) . We 
asked where Marian’s people live. 
Marian was Leo’s sister and she was 
one of our native helpers in the mission. 
They pointed to the bottom of the can- 
yon and said that Marian’s parents had 
just moved down there. The road was 
very narrow, and steep and rocky, but 
the distance was very short, so we 
ventured forth over this almost im- 
passable stretch of road. We reached 
Marian’s hogan without “falling off the 
side of the mesa,” and landed right in 
another large flock of sheep and goats. 

Without knocking on the door we 
entered their hogan, and found Marian’s 
old mother and her little 12-year-old 
sister sitting on the dirt floor. The 
women of our party were graciously 
received by Marian’s mother. The old 
mother and the little sister were so 
happy to have their daughter and sister 
at home for the afternoon. Family ties 
and relationships are close and dear in 
Navajoland. These people love their 
own tenderly and sincerely, and we 
white missionaries learn many lessons 
from the Navajo’s home life. An edu- 
cated Navajo son or daughter will 
never be ashamed of his or her old 
heathen, uneducated parents, their 
humble home, or their strange customs. 

Bruce, the young husband of Marian, 
had to stay outside as he could not look 
at the face of his mother-in-law with- 
out going blind. The Navajos believe 
that if a son-in-law looks at the face 
of his mother-in-law they will both be- 
come blind. They are always careful 
to avoid each other while they are 
unbelievers. When Christ comes into 
their hearts they give up this foolish 
belief. 

We told Marian’s mother and sister 
that we were going on to visit some 
of their friends in that district. The 
little sister said she had a bad tooth- 
ache and we treated her tooth. The 
mother also needed to have treatment 


for an aching tooth. We left some pills 
to stop the pain of each sufferer and 
gave the mother cough medicine which 
she asked for. We promised to return 
late in the afternoon for Marian. 

The climb up the narrow, rocky road 
to Leo’s camp was not nearly so danger- 
ous as going down. We drove on to 
Agnes’s hogan, and there we found this 
young Navajo woman sitting in her bare 
hogan grinding some corn meal. Her 
little girl, Rebekah, was sitting in the 
dirt with her. Agnes had attended 
school at one time, but she had for- 
gotten most of her English. She stopped 
her work and asked us to visit with 
her. Her hogan was not very clean 
or neat, but we could excuse this be- 
cause we knew how they became dis- 
couraged, living in the dirt with so 
little water for household purposes. 
There was no incentive for cleanliness. 
We sat down on the dirt floor with 
Agnes and sang Navajo songs. 

A young Navajo man came into the 
meeting and we discovered that he had 
been to school for a short time. He 
sat down and tried to help us in the 
singing of the Navajo hymns. Agnes 
tried to sing with us from the little 
red hymn book. Bruce, our interpreter, 
read the Twenty-third Psalm and ex- 
plained it to them in Navajo. These 
two returned students were hungry for 
the Word of God. The little child on 
Agnes’s lap cried once in a while, but 
that did not seem to prevent the mother 
from giving attention to the message. 
Margaret, one of our native helpers who 
was with us that afternoon, gave them 
a long testimony. She told them that 
she knew what it meant to live in the 
camps without any Christians around 
her. She said that it was possible to 
keep true to Christ out in the heathen 
camps. She had married an uneducated, 
heathen Indian, but she had not given 
up Christ or gone back to the old cus- 
toms and ceremonies when she lived in 
the camps. She testified that she had 
faithfully told her young husband 
about the Saviour and she knew that 


‘he had believed on the Lord before 


he died. Her earnest testimony helped 
the two returned students. We spoke 
words of comfort and cheer to Agnes 
and told her we would return as soon 
as possible and tell her “more about 
Jesus.” 

After we had finished our little service 
in Agnes’s hogan we walked to the 
near-by home of Bi-zadi’s old wife. 
This headman had had two wives, but 
he lived with only his younger wife. 
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The old wife was no longer wanted by 
him, so he had built her a hogan where 
she now lived alone—unwanted and 
unloved in her old age. Finding the 
old wife sitting in her hogan, we en- 
tered her home, greeted her, and talked 
with her. She told us that she was a 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. She 
was very pleasant and kind to us. The 
old wife of Bi-zadi had one of the 
sweetest faces I had yet seen among the 
older Navajo women. 

There were so many other camps we 
wanted to visit that afternoon, we 
could remain with the old wife for 
only a short time. We said good-by to 
her and promised to pray for her. We 
told her that we hoped to return within 
a short time and tell her more about 
that beautiful heavenly home to which 
she would some day be going. There 
she would be with her Saviour forever. 
There she would find a loving welcome 
from God the Father who would wipe 
away all her tears. 

How pitiful are the old people in 
Navajoland! Many of them are blind 
and sick, and neglected by their rela- 
tives. As I rode away from the old 
wife’s hogan I asked the Lord to send 
someone from among her own people 
to care for her during her last years. 

Now we come to the high light of the 
afternoon. We continued down the road 
to James’ camp which we had missed 
as we came up the road earlier in the 
afternoon. James was sitting down by 
his great harvest of beautiful colored 
corn, removing corn from the cob. We 
stopped our car in the road and walked 
through the pretty cedar trees to where 
James was working. All the members 
of his family were away from the camp 
for the afternoon and he was there 
alone. We sat down and started to talk 
with James, who had been our old 
friend for several years. He told us 
that he had been very sick for 25 days 
just recently. He had been so sick that 
he did not think he was ever going to 
get well again. James was suffering 
from tuberculosis. While he was sick 
he remembered the Lord and asked 
God to heal him. God heard and 
answered the prayer of this poor, sick, 
old Navajo man. 

For the last two years he had not 
been walking with the Lord. All the 
people of that neighborhood had fallen 
into terrible sin. They had traded wives 
— just like some modern white people — 
and lived very wickedly, and held many 
heathen Navajo ceremonies. James said 
that now he wanted to come back to 
the Lord and forsake his old, sinful, 
heathen ways. We comforted him with 
the Word of God and prayed for him. 
James also prayed, and said: “Dear 
Lord, I thank thee for making me well 
again. I thank thee because thou didst 
hear and answer my prayer. I have 
been wandering far away from thee, but 
now I want to come back to thee. I 
have not been happy walking on the 
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old Navajo road. I want thee to take 
me and put me under thy arm and keep 
me there so that I will never be able 
to get away from thee again.” 

Just as the sun was slipping behind 
the mesa, James was praying to the 
Lord and asking Him to keep him by 
His side all the rest of his life. I was 
thankful that God led us to James that 
day and that he had listened to the 
voice of the Saviour. I was thankful 
because this old Indian man had found 
courage to say, “I will arise and go to 
my Father.” 

The stars were beginning to come out, 
and the night. was getting dark. We 
started toward our mission home, sing- 
ing all the way. In my own heart there 
was a song of praise for the opportunity 
to answer his call to service. “Yes, 
Lord, send me again and again until 
none of our beloved Navajo Indians can 
say, ‘Nobody ever has told me about 
Jesus.’” After nine years of missionary 
work among the Navajos I am happy 
to. carry on for their salvation. 

For over forty years the missionaries 
have worked and prayed faithfully for 
these people, and at the present time we 
are told that only two per cent of the 
people have turned to the Saviour. 
Perhaps some who read this article will 
hear the call of God to help in this 
work by prayer or in other ways; and 
some — especially young people — may 
even feel that God is calling them 
to go personally to help carry the good 
news to these American Indians. 


Kincssury, CALIF, 
v 


“The Ever-Present God” 
An Object Talk on the Sunday School Lesson 
By Kenneth E. Pettijohn 


Object: A globe (the world). 

Theme: God is present in the 
whole world, and he knows all about 
it and everything in it, including us. 


N ORDER to attract the children’s 

attention tell them that the lesson is 
to be on God’s geography. Call atten- 
tion to the globe. Explain that the pur- 
pose of the lesson is to show that God 
is everywhere in the world, and he 
knows all about it and us. Show that 
because we are more important than any 
part of the world (Psa. 8:4; John 3:16), 
the lesson will be on what God knows 
about us, and not on what he knows 
about the things of the world. 

Have one of the children read the first 
six verses of the 139th Psalm. Ask all 
to listen carefully so that they will be 
ready to give the ways in which God 
searches and knows us (Psa. 139:1). 
Explain that, although David wrote this 
Psalm many years ago, God has not 
changed since David’s time, and he 
knows as much about us today as he 
knew about David. The following ways 
in which God knows about us should 
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be given. Count them on your fingers 
as they are given. 


1. God knows our downsitting. 

2. God knows our uprising. 

3. He understands our thoughts. 

4. He searches our path and our lying 
down. (The Hebrew word for “com- 
passeth” in verse 3 in the original 
means to sift.) 

. He is acquainted with all our ways. 

. He knows every word on our tongue. 

. God is behind us. 

. God is before us. 

. God’s hand is on us. 


Next direct attention to verses 7, 8, 
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and 9 of Psalm 139. Show that it doesn’t 
make any difference where we go, God 
is still with us. He leads us (v. 10). He 
thinks about us (vs. 17, 18). Follow this 
by asking the class if they want God 
to think good thoughts about them. 
They will almost surely answer “Yes.” 
Then show that we must take Christ 
into our hearts. When Christ is our 
Saviour, God looks at us through him. 
It all depends upon our acceptance of 
Christ as our personal Saviour. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 








A Bible reading plan that has worked 
for forty-six years 








How We Promoted Family Worship at Rock Run 


By William H. Ridgway 














HAVE been asked by the Editors to 

tell something about my plan used 
in the Rock Run Mission Sunday School 
to promote daily Bible reading, and 
through the daily Bible reading some- 
thing like family worship. 

This plan which I am about to de- 
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46th Year in Rock Run 





Presbyterian Sunday School 
FAMILY BIBLE READING 





Week Ending Sunday, October 6 


BROIIIOAT «5 cccccssceed fasouseeensna Luke 1:1-4 
TUESDAY.............,Colossians 4:11, 14 
WEDNESDAY... cccccccocseees Luke 4:16-22 
THURSDAY........ See susbuaane Luke 4:25-27 
FRIDAY.......000008 aeshenntees Luke 11-11-13 
SATURDAY...... puaecediseceesene Acts 1:1-5 
re eseceeeeLuke 1:26-38 





I have read, or had read to me, 


all of the above passages 





John F, Pratt 
Supt. Bible Reading 


Wm. H. Ridgway 
Superintendent 











One of the cards which will be used at 
Rock Run in October 
scribe has worked very successfully for 
forty-six years. 


I have a card printed upon which are 
the passages of Scripture that bear upon 


the coming Sunday school lesson. These 
passages of Scripture are furnished by 
the International Uniform Lesson Com- 
mittee. (The same passages are given 
each week in the Times in the depart- 
ment “For Family Worship,” conducted 
by Dr. Wadsworth.) On the reverse 
side of the card are printed directions 
as to how the card should be used. 
The directions as given on the reverse 


_ side of the cards are as follows: 


DO EVERYTHING you can to encourage 
this Daily Bible Reading habit we are try- 
ing to instill into your children. Men and 
women who have a habit of reading God’s 
Word every day rarely go very far astray. 
You cannot do a better thing for your chil- 
dren than to help them into this habit. The 
passages should be read every day in the 
family circle. Select a convenient time and 
stick to it. After supper is done, before 
leaving the table, is a good time. Some- 
times you can do the reading. Always read 
them aloud. 

In case of the smaller children, someone 
must read to them and sign the name of 
the chiid. 

You do not need to be a member of the 
Sunday School to join the reading. Get the 
cards brought to you, and sign and send 
them in. 

The object of this Bible Reading is to 
introduce into the home of church members 
something in the way of family worship. 
Get used to hearing your own voice read- 
ing Scripture aloud. To offer prayer is but 
a short step further. You know you ought 
to have family prayers. Here is a chance to 
make a beginning. 

We invite you to visit the Sunday School 
when you can. You will find it a good one, 
and we will be delighted to see you. 


These cards are given out each Sun- 
day. They are signed and dropped in 
a box on the superintendent’s desk the 
following Sunday. An officer of the 
school keeps a record of the readers. 
At the end of the year, along about 
Christmastime, the recerd of the readers 
is made up, and those who have read 
from forty-five to fifty weeks are given 
first prizes. Those who have read less 


than forty-five weeks are given prizes 
according to the grade. 
In recent years, however, there have 
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been very few prizes besides the first 
prizes. 

My people in Rock Run are people 
of small income. When Christmas 
comes, and money is needed as at no 
other time in the year, since they have 
large families the money is somewhat 
scarce, and so in recent years I have 


been giving everyone who wins a first - 


prize a dollar. 

Most of my readers can remember 
the day when as much as one dollar 
seemed like a great fortune. Conse- 
quently, it is not hard to imagine just 
what a lot of joy comes into a large 
family of little folks when at Christmas- 
time each one is handed a nice crisp 
new one-dollar bill. 

It can also be appreciated how this 
popularizes the reading of the Bible, 
and how the children see to it that 
Father and Mother do not neglect the 
daily reading of the passage of Scrip- 
ture to the gathered family. 

Last year I had about seventy-five 
who received the reward of one dollar. 
The average attendance of the school is 
somewhere around a hundred. 

That is to say, in the homes of the 
little community of Rock Run, near 
Coatesville, for the last forty odd years 
there has been something akin to fam- 
ily worship. 

The results have been most striking. 
Quite a number of the leading men of 
affairs in the neighboring town of 
Coatesville were boys years ago in the 
Rock Run Sunday School. All the 
weddings that have occurred among my 
Rock Run people, so far as I can find 
out, have been happy and successful. 

There have been some notable conver- 
sions among my people due to this home 
Bible reading. Here is one example: 

In the great mill of the Lukens Steel 
Company there were some labor ad- 
justments to be made. A committee of 
the men asked to meet Mr. Charles L. 
Huston, the head of the Lukens Steel 
Company. When the meeting was held 
the chairman of the men arose and said, 
“Mr. Huston, I think the best way to 
begin this conference is by a word of 
prayer, and I wonder if you will be kind 
enough to lead us.” 

The astonished Mr. Huston arose and 
prayed, with the result that the impend- 
ing difficulty was at once all ironed 
out and things continued running 
smoothly in the great plant with its 
3,000 men. 

The chairman of the men, who asked 
Mr. Hustoz to open the conference with 
prayer, had been a boy in the Rock Run 
Sunday School. He used to get the 
Bible reading cards and take them home 
and read them aloud, to the great an- 
noyance of his father, who would order 
him sharply to shut up. “No,” replied 
the boy, “I will not shut up, because 
Mr. Ridgway says right here on the card 
somebody must read them aloud, and if 
you won’t read them I will read them 
myself.” 
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One time we were having special 
meetings at the chapel, and on the in- 
vitation this father got up. I went back 
to congratulate him, and he said: “Mr. 
Ridgway, I was. not converted in ‘this 
meeting. My boy Tom used to read the 
cards, to which at first I objected. Then 
I got to listening to them, and the read- 
ing of the Word has convicted me, so I 
came here tonight to stand up and make 
a public confession.” 

That father has gone to his Lord, 
followed by that son, but the grandson 
of that father is a member of the choir 
of the leading church and is a fine 
Christian young man. 

In a paper before an engineering soci- 
ety Mr. Huston tells of this incident as 
a good way of avoiding labor troubles. 

I might add. that I have these cards 
printed locally at a small cost. I have 
often wondered why some enterprising 
dealer in Sunday school supplies had 
not added something of this sort to his 
catalogue. 

It was only when the hard times 
struck my community that I adopted the 
dollar reward. Before that I had a very 
modest first prize, which I got from the 
five-and-ten-cent stores for the most 
part. For a long while something that 
cost twenty-five cents, or even less, was 
the first prize. I have given a fancy dish, 
a cup and saucer, bouquet holders, bric- 
a-brac, and all the things to be found 
displayed on the counters of the five- 
and-ten-cent stores. 

When men were out of work, or on 
short time, I adopted the dollar reward, 
to be given out a few days before 
Christmas. 

A man said to me, “Your Bible read- 
ing reward has saved Christmas day for 
my family.” 

Where do I get the money, do you 
ask? Well, I don’t smoke; I don’t travel; 
I don’t leave my comfortable home and 
shut myself up in a cell at a seashore 
hotel or mountain resort. I confine my- 
self to modest wants, and have friends 
who give me a little money now and 
then to be used in my religious work. 

I have found that when you do any- 
thing worth while for the Lord he sees 
to it that means are provided to carry 
on the work. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

ye 


Tyndale’s Prophecy 
_ By H. C. McGinnis 


F WILLIAM TYNDALE could come 

back to earth today, he would be 
overjoyed to learn he did not give his 
life in vain. His earlier prophecy, made 
to an abusive persecutor, has come true: 
“If God spare my life, ere many years 
I will cause a boy that driveth the plow- 
share to know more of the Scriptures 
than thou dost.” God did spare his life 
until his translation of the Bible into 
English was completed and today, not 
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only English plow-boys, but poor people 
all over the world have liberal access 
to its pages. Much of the Bible’s world- 
wide distribution is handled by various 
Bible societies, the American Bible So- 
ciety being a very important one. 

The American Bible Society, organ- 
ized in 1816, held its 124th annual meet- 
ing in May. It reported that during 
1939 it had distributed 7,370,908 Bibles. 
This distribution covered more than 40 
countries and nearly 200 languages, and 
was an increase of 5% over the 1938 
figures. The Society has distributed 
millions and millions of Bibles, and to- 
day God’s Word has reached the utter- 
most parts of the earth No place is too 
inaccessible for distribution, no language 
too unimportant for translation. 

Mipway, Pa, 


9 
The Hands of Christ 


(Continued from page 678) 


falter and fall. They sense their own 
weakness and insufficiency, and hold 
back. But they need not shrink, if only 
they would remember that the Christian 
life is not my poor, easily-defeated 
struggle to follow Christ. It is not I, 
but Christ. Becoming a Christian is not 
gritting my teeth and screwing up my 
determination to be better. It is giving 
myself into the strong hands of the Son 
of God, who is able to keep me from 
falling and to present me faultless be- 
fore the presence of God’s glory with 
exceeding joy. The testimony of a great 
multitude is that his strength suffices 
for the greatest tests that life may bring. 
As we trust him, as we abide in him, 
we are sufficient through him for the 
daily moral conflict and all the trials 
of life. Without him we can indeed do 
nothing, but with him we are equal to 
every iest, every opportunity, every 
trial, temptation, and every challenge 
that comes our way. 

A climber in the Alps had come to a 
perilous gap in the ice where the only 
way to get across was to place his foot 
in the outstretched hand of the guide. 
Told to do this by the guide, the climber 
hesitated a moment as he looked into 
the gloomy depths below. Seeing the 
hesitation, the guide said, “Have no fear, 
sir, that hand never yet lost a man.” 

And when any soul truly commits 
itself into the hands of Jesus Christ, 
that one is committed to the strong, 
sure keeping of hands that never yet 
lost a man. Of his sheep he said, “I 
give’ unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand. I and 
my Father are one” (John 10:28-30). The 
double handclasp of the Father and the 
Son affords the safest possible dwell- 
ing place for our souls. 
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LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 15. THE EVER-PRESENT GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Psalm 139; printed text, Psaim 139: 1-12, 23, 24 


Golden Text.—If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.— John 14: 23 


tL 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Psa. 139:1-12, 23, 24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Psa. 139:1 O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me, 


2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou 
understandest my thought afar off. 
3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art 


acquainted with all my ways. 


4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lorp, thou 
knowest it altogether. 


5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand 
upon me. 


6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it. 


7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence? 


8 If I ascend up into Heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there. 


9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
most parts of the sea; 


10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Psa. 139:1 O Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known me. 
2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising; 
Thou understandest my thought afar off. 
3 Thou 4searchest out my path and my lying down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 
4 For there is not a word in my tongue, 
But, lo, O Jehovah, thou knowest it altogether. 
5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, 
And laid thy hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 
7 Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 
Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 
8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 
If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, thou art there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning, 
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
And thy right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall ?overwhelm me, 
%And the light about me shall be night; 
12 Even the darkness hideth not from thee, 
But the night shineth as the day: 





hold me. 


11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night 


shall be light about me. 
12 Yea, 


to thee. 


23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know 


my thoughts: 


24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 


the way everlasting. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


REALIZATION of the omnipres- 
A ence of God must be a source of 

wretchedness to the wicked, who 
would fain find a hiding place where 
his holy eye cannot see them, but it 
occasions great joy and comfort to the 
tried believer, who knows that, through 
grace, God is his own loving Father and 
that his holy eye ever looks down in 
compassion upon his people as they face 
the trials and testings of this life. The 
personality of God means so much to 
the soul who trusts him. No mere im- 
personal force or unsympathetic prin- 
ciple of nature can comfort the heart 
and meet the need of the one who yearns 
for fellowship with the living God (Psa. 
42:1, 2). He is the God of the spirits of 
all flesh (Num. 16:22), the Father of 
spirits (Heb. 12:9), who is the Creator 
of the ends of the earth (Isa. 40:28), 
and the Sustainer of all who turn to 
him (Psa. 55:22). He is above all and 
through all and in us all (Eph. 4:6), and 
nothing is hidden from his eyes (Psa. 
11:4), those eyes which run to and fro 
through the whole earth to take note 


the darkness hideth not from thee; 
shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike 


The darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 


23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: 


Try me, and know my thoughts; 


but the night 


24 And see if there be any * wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting. ‘ 
10Or, winnowest. 
be light about me. 
The American Standard Version, 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


2Or, cover. *Or, Then the night shall 
*Or, way of pain. 


and the International Uniform 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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of all who confide in him and seek to 
do his will, that he may show himself 
strong on their behalf (2 Chron. 16:9). 

What a sublime conception of Deity is 
this! There are some who say in their 
ignorance that the Israelite’s Jehovah 
was but a tribal god whose supposed 
interests were confined to that one na- 
tion. But practically every page of 
the Old Testament bears witness to the 
contrary. Jehovah is the Creator, the 
God of Jew and Gentile alike (Mal. 
2:10), who has a personal interest in 
all his creatures and calls upon all 
nations to recognize his authority and 
to worship at his feet (Psa. 67:2). If 
Jonah shrank from this truth, he had 
to learn it by sad experience, as his 
entire book testifies. The Psalms are 
all aglow with the glory of the ever- 
present God, from whose face none can 
hide and who delights to reveal him- 
self to all who desire to know him for 
themselves. Now he has made himself 
manifest in Christ Jesus, who is the ex- 
act expression of his character (Heb. 
1:1-3). 


The Historical Setting 


Psalm 139 was penned by David, but 
when or under what circumstances we 
have no means of knowing. He flour- 
ished a thousand years before. our Sav- 


‘thought afar off.” 


iour, who was both his Son and his 
Lord, appeared on earth. 


Verse by Verse 


Psa. 139:1—‘Thou hast searched me, 
und known me.” It is a great thing 
when one realizes that he is thus in 
the presence of One whose understand- 
ing is infinite and from whom nothing 
is hidden. 


Verse 2.—“Thou wunderstandest my 
Only of the Om- 
niscient One can this be said. Angels 
are never credited with the knowledge 
of our thoughts, nor are Satan and his 
hosts. It is God alone who reads the 
inmost secrets of the heart and mind. 


Verse 3.—‘Thou ... art acquainted 
with all my ways.” If we realized this 
more, how much more careful would 
we often be! We are always under 
the eye of God and should therefore 
be in constant exercise as to how we 
may please him and glorify his name, 
for our peace and joy and his holy will 
are bound up together. 

Verse 4.—“Not a word in my tongue, 
but, . . . thou knowest it.” Our Lord 


has told us that “every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give ac- 
count thereof in the day of judgment” 
Great importance is at- 


(Matt. 12:36). 




















Lesson for September 15 


tached to our words (Matt. 12:37), yet 
how carelessly we utter them! 


Verse 5.—“Thou hast beset me... 
and laid thine hand upon me.” As a 
guard in front and rear and on both 
sides, God watches over his own and 
puts his restraining or comforting hand 
upon them as need requires (Psa. 32:4). 
What a mercy that we are not left un- 
restrained ! 


Verse 6—“Too wonderful for me.” It 
is impossible for the finite mind of man 
to comprehend the infinite mind of God, 
or to understand the wonders of his 
omnipresence (Isa, 55:9). The creature 
cannot fully comprehend the Creator, 
but we can rest in the assurance of his 
loving care. 


Verse 7.—“‘Whither shall I flee from 
thy presence?” Strange that one should 
ever desire to do this! Yet men have 
sought to hide from God, only to find 
it is impossible (Gen. 3:8; Jonah 1:3). 
He fills the universe and “there is no 
darkness, nor shadow of death, where 
the workers of iniquity may hide them- 
selves” (Job 34:22). 


Verse 8—“If I make my bed in hell.” 
That is, as indicated in the Revised 
Version, in Sheol, the place of departed 
spirits, which in the Old Testament 
covers the abode of both the saved and 
the lost. It answers to the New Testa- 
ment “hades.” 


Verse 9.—“The wings of the morning.” 
It is a beautiful, poetic expression for 
the dawning light beginning in the East 
and gradually extending to the utmost 
limits of the West. Could one thus at- 
tempt to flee from God he would not 
be able to get out of his sight. 


Verse 10.—‘Even there shall thy hand 
lead me.” No man is left wholly to his 
own devices. The hand of God is ex- 
tended toward all to guide them in the 
way of his truth, if they will but submit 
to his Word. 


Verse 11—‘Even the night shall be 
light about me.” He who is light illu- 
mines all the dark places of earth and 
all who seek his face find the light of 
life (John 8:12), and so, “at evening time 
it shall be light” (Zech. 14:7). 


* Verse 12.—‘The darkness and the light 
are both alike to thee.” We are told 
in 1 John 1:5 that “God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all’; and in Daniel 
2:22 we read, “He knoweth what is in 
the darkness, and the light dwelleth 
with him.” It is with this ever-present, 
all-seeing God that we have to do, and 
to him all must give account. 


Verse 23.—“Search me... try me, and 
know my thoughts.” This is the prayer 
of an exercised man who desires to be 
in harmony with God and seeks grace 
to discern anything in his heart or life 
that would hinder this hallowed fellow- 
ship with the Holy One. 


Verse 24.—*See if there be any wicked 
way in me.” The margin gives “any 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. September 15.—The Ever-Present God. 
Psalm 139 

12. September 22.—The Voice of Wisdom. 
Proverbs 4 

13. September 29.—The Use and Abuse of 
WO cécesaces Proverbs 11; Luke 16:1-13 


Fourth Quarter 
1, October 6.—Luke and His Gospel. 
Luke 1; Acts 1:1-5; 16:9-15; Colos- 
sians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:lla 
. October 13.—The Boyhood of Jesus. Luke 2 
. October 20.—The Message of John the 
Baptist Luke 3 
4. October 27.—Christian Motives for 
Abstinence (International Temper- 
ance Sunday). Luke 1:13-16; 2:40; 
4:4; 6:21, 25, 43-45 


or 


5. November 3.—Jesus Declares His 
DE, Kctcharenevecesonnne Luke 4 and 5 

6. November 10.—The Golden Rule 
(Armistice Sunday) ........... Luke 6 








way of pain.” Wickedness and pain go 
together, even as joy and holiness are 
ever linked, for “the joy of the Lord is 
your strength” (Neh. 8:10). Surely we 
may all join in the prayer of Lamenta- 
tions 3:40, “Let us search and try our 
ways, and turn again unto the Lord.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The outstanding truth unfolded in this 
Psalm is that of the omnipresence of 
God, but it is not to be understood in 
a pantheistic sense. It is not that God 
is identified with the universe, but that 
he is a personal being who has brought 
all things into existence and upholds all 
things by the word of his power. This 
personal God has a very real interest 
in all his creatures. His eyes are upon 
all their ways. His ear is open to their 
cry. He delights to undertake for all 
who call upon him in truth. No need 
is too great for him to meet. Nothing 
is so insignificant that he fails to take 
note of it. To know him and to live 
in fellowship with him is the highest 
privilege man can enjoy. It is his desire 
that all should realize the blessedness of 
this. 

A Lesson Outline 


THE Ever-PRESENT GOD 
The eternal One (Psa. 90:2; Rom. 1:20) 
He fills Heaven and earth (Jer. 23:23, 
24) 
The unseen worlds are open to him 
(Psa. 139:8) 
In him we live (Acts 17:27, 28) 
Infinite in knowledge (Isa. 46:9, 10) 
The searcher of hearts (Psa. 44:21) 
Revealed in Christ (Heb. 1:1-3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


God’s Omnipresence. Because God is 
Spirit (John 4:24), infinite and eternal, 
he can be everywhere at one time. This 
is a mystery our minds cannot explain, 
but it would be harder to understand 
a limited God. The smallest detail in 
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his creation is known to him, and all 
men everywhere are the objects of his 
concern. 


God’s Omnipotence. He is all-powerful. 
Nothing occurs without his permission, 
for he works all things according to his 
own will (Eph. 1:11). This is not to 
say that all things are pleasing to him, 
but he will overrule all for good eventu- 
ally. 

His Omniscience. He knows all things. 
Every thought, every action is open to 
him. He knows the end from the begin- 
ning. Nothing ever takes him by sur- 
prise. He is working according to a 
plan which he purposed in Christ Jesus 
before the universe came into existence. 


Applications and Summaries 


It was by revelation that God made 
himself known to David, and he has 
passed that revelation on to us, that we 
may know God as the ever-existing and 
ever-present One who is acquainted 
with all our ways. 


If the truth that God’s all-seeing eye 
is ever upon us causes distress or dis- 
comfort, it shows we are not rightly 
adjusted to him. When we have peace 
with God through Jesus Christ, we de- 
light in a sense of his presence with us 
(Rom. 5:1-5). 


It is the height of folly to seek to 
hide from God, when he has called us to 
hide in him (Psa, 32:7). He is the hid- 
ing place of all who trust him. Have 
we proved this for ourselves? 

We might well shrink from praying that 
God would search us out, if he had not 
himself provided a Saviour for us. Do 
we know this truth experimentally? 

When Adam sinned, he sought to hide 
from God, but in vain. David at first 
tried to cover his sin from those all- 
seeing eyes. But when all came out in 
the light, God revealed himself in grace. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT great truths does David open up 
in Psalm 139? 


2. What does God know about the thoughts 
of men? 


3. Does he take note of our words? 
4. Is it possible to hide from God? 


5. What would make men desire to hide 
from him? 


6. What is said of God’s relationship to the 
world of spirits? 


7. What is the extent of God’s knowledge? 


8. In what way does David show his con- 
fidence in God? 


9. When God searches us and manifests our 
sinfulness, what is the remedy? - 


10. In whom has God been fully revealed? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 689 of this issue. 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the Trues weekly 
paper for young people. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lecsons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in ee Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected RY, the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 


lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Cathode Ray.—O Lord, thou hast 
searched me, and knéwn me (Psa. 139: 
1). The General Electric Company 
uses every year more than one and a 
half million sapphires for bearings in 
meters and other delicate apparatus, and 
it becomes necessary to detect synthetic 
gems and separate them from the natu- 
ral ones. For this purpose a cathode 
ray tube has been developed by a mem- 
ber of their research staff. If, in a dark 
room, the rays from this tube are thrown 
for a few seconds on a tray of stones, 
they all glow, and when the rays are 
turned off, the artificial sapphires con- 
tinue to glow and may be picked out 
of the tray, while the natural sapphires 
cannot be seen. Diamonds, under these 
rays, turn brown if they are artificial, 
but remain unchanged if natural. So 
let every one of us be certain that 
whatever is unreal in his life and char- 
acter will be disclosed by the analysis 
of Heaven.—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Pearl Grant, Germantown, 
Phila. 


The God Who Cares.—Such knowledge 
is too wonderful for me (v. 6). “God 
is great in great things, but very great 
in little things.” A party stood on the 
Matterhorn admiring the sublimity of 
the scene, when a gentleman produced 
a pocket microscope, and having caught 
a fly placed it under the glass. He re- 
minded us that the legs of the housefly 
in England were naked, then called at- 
tention to the legs of this little fly, 
which were thickly covered with hair, 
thus showing that the same, God who 
made the lofty Swiss mountains attended 
to the comfort of the tiniest of His 
creatures, even providing socks and mit- 
tens for the little fly whose home these 
mountains were. This God is our God. 
—From the British Weekly. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Safe in the Depths—If I... dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the sea (v. 9). 
Two American scientists have lately de- 
scended to a depth in the Atlantic of 
1,426 feet, or five times lower than any 
previous record. The steel sphere in 
which they were “battened” down had 
a telephone communicating with the 
upper world. They had oxygen tanks 
so that all the time they breathed the 
air of another world, while the supplies 
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of sodium rendered the poison of their 
breath innocuous. Likewise the Chris- 
tian, though let down into unprece- 
dented depths of sorrow or death, is as 
safe as if he were walking the bright 
world above. The Lord is with him.— 
From the Dawn. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Why the Child of God is Safe—Even 
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right hand shall hold me (v. 10). Two 
brethren who differed on the question 
of the believer’s safety in Christ were 
discussing the question, and one said 
to the other: “I tell you a child of God 
is safe only as long as he stays in a 
lifeboat. He may jump out, and if he 
jumps out he is lost.” To this the other 
replied, saying: “You remind me of an 
incident in my own life. I took my 
little son out with me in a boat. I 
realized, as he did not, the danger of 
his falling or even jumping, into the 
water. So I sat with him all the time, 
and all the time I held him fast, so he 
could neither fall out nor jump out of 
the boat.” “But,” said the speaker, “he 
could have wriggled out of his coat and 
got away in spite of you.” “Oh,” said 
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the other, “you misunderstand me if you 
supposed I was holding his coat; I was 
holding him.”—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Mrs. W. J. Garver, Washington, 
Pa. 


God’s Justice—Surely thou wilt slay 
the wicked, O God: depart from me 
therefore, ye bloody men (v. 19). We 
are hearing some complaints about “the 
goodness of God.” . . . However, it may 
be well to remind the world at this 
moment that God is just, even as he is 
good. The streets of the Turkish cities, 
now piled high with debris, commingled 
with corpses, whose only requiem is the 
groaning and the moaning of the dying, 
—these are the same streets whereon 
men, women, and little children were 
slaughtered without mercy only a few 
short years ago. Who can forget those 
Armenian massacres, when ... thou- 
sands of defenseless men, women, and 
children were driven before daggers and 
guns into rivers to drown? . .. The 
rivers that then were clogged with the 
bodies of Armenians are now clogged 
with the bodies of Turks! Nature once 
more appears to be the avenger of a just 
and holy God!—From The Sunday 
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School Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Canby, Minn. 


Why Revival Was Blockede—Search 
me, O God (v. 23). I remember one 
town that Mr. Sankey and myself vis- 
ited. For a week it seemed as if we 
were beating the air; there was no power 
in the meetings. At last, one day, I said 
that perhaps there was someone culti- 
vating, the unforgiving spirit. The chair- 
man our committee, who was sitting 
next to me, got up and left the meeting 
right in view of the audience. The 
arrow had hit the mark, and gone home 
to the heart of the chairman of the 
committee. He had had trouble with 
someone for about six months. He at 
once hunted up this man and asked him 
to forgive him. He came to me with 
tears in his eyes, and said: “I thank 
God you ever came here.” That night 
the inquiry-room was thronged. The 
chairman became one of the _ best 
workers I have ever known, and he has 
been active in Christian service ever 
since.—From D. L. Moody, in “Prevail- 
ing Prayer.” Sent by W. A. Herzog, 
Three Mile Bay, N. Y. 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God’s Everywhereness.—Thou .. . art 
acquainted with all my ways (Psa. 139: 
3). When we were “little fellers” one 
of the ways our mothers used to keep us 
“good” was to tell us that God is every- 
where and always has an eye on us. 

I heard Polk Miller, the lecturer 
upon the “Old South,” say his colored 
mammy used to point him to the night 
sky with its twinkling stars and say, 
“Polkie, little boy, dems God’s eyes a 
lookin’ down to see if mammy’s little 
honey bug is a bein’ good.” 

Then with the years Science in Lady 
Electra has come along and we find 
there are electric rays that can reveal 
things that have always been hidden. 
Our doctor can photograph the broken 
bone and the safety pin in the throat. 

Behold the radio. I got a portable 
one for a Christmtas present. The other 
day I took it to the Iron Rose Class. 
Tuned in on a “Children’s Hour.” Wal- 
ter Hope, the class president, carried 
it all over the auditorium, where the 
class meets, and wherever he went there 
were the children singing their carols. 

When the big air liner goes over he 
talks with the home office and other air- 
ships. So with all these scientific helps 
unlocked from Nature’s storehouse, we 
should have no more trouble as adults 
than we had as children, in realizing 
God is omnipresent (everywhere) and 
in consequence fully “acquainted with 
all my [our] ways.” 

So why could not God be audible? 
“This is my beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17). 
Why could not God, through his angel, 
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be with Daniel among the lions? (Dan. 
6: 20-22.) And why could not (and can- 
not) God give his disciples words to 
advance His Kingdom if the need arose 
(arises)? (Jer. 1:7; Matt. 10:19.) 

I set my portable radio on the dining 
room table by my side, and with no elec- 
trical connection whatever (the aerial 
is in the box with the batteries) I pick 
from the air whatever I prefer in talk 
or music, and I do it as uneoncernedly 
as I would say, “Another cup of coffee, 
please !” 


Our Wonderful Hands.—Thy right 
hand shall hold me (v. 10). “How is 
that enterprise in which you were in- 
terested coming along?” I asked the man. 
“It is in safe hands and so will come out 
all right,” was the encouraging reply. 

“In safe hands,” is an old familiar ex- 
pression. Many things are supposedly 
left in safe hands, but alas, it does not 
always turn out that way when the 
hands are human. There used to be a 
sweet and lovely young woman in this 
neighborhood whose father was a man 
of wealth. This prosperous father left 
the daughter well provided for “in the 
safe hands” of the family lawyer. But 
it turned out the lawyer’s hands were 
not “safe,” and this young woman found 
herself penniless. There are similar 
cases in the newspapers ever so often. 

There is only one absolutely safe pair 
of hands into the keeping of which we 
can entrust all our affairs—and our 
very life itself. When God’s great hand 
lays hold of qur little hand we may 
stumble, but we will not fall down to 
stay. David in the Old Testament and 
Peter in the New. And many a man 
and woman in the centuries that have 
followed. When a man (woman) be- 
comes a Christian and thereby belongs 
to the Lord Jesus he (she) is absolutely 
safe. How do we know? The Lord 
himself says so in John 10:28, 29. 

I like to call attention to the fact 
that when God wanted to put a distin- 
guishing mark upon his creation, man, 
he did not put it on his back or leg 
or arm. He put the mark upon his 
hand. Old Mr. John Law takes advan- 
tage of this divine marking to set up his 
finger-printing outfit. 

If the criminal picks up a tumbler or 
other object, the man from police head- 
quarters blows on his powder and out 
comes the camera and the inescapable 
signature of the hand sends him to his 
cell in the jail, and often to the death 
house. 

When God takes your hand in his he 
takes you. You belong to him. 

P. S. Since this note was written, the 
President and all White House em- 
ployees have been printed. It is said 
this will be done in all Government of- 
fices. 


The Right Serum.—Search me, O God, 
and know my heart: ... and see if 
there be any wicked way in me (vs, 
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23, 24). In these days pretty much all 
the great corporations have what they 
call a “Research Department.” The Bell 
Telephone laboratories, for instance, 
have a microscope 12 feet long by 10 
feet wide (the space). It is used for 
photographing the internal structure of 
metals and other materials. The micro- 
scope is one of the largest in the world 
and magnifies 7,000 times. 

I know a young fellow who is a den- 
tist like his father, but he is not X-ray- 
ing and filling cavities and buiiding 
bridges. He is “doing research work.” 
With a view to improving the prefes- 
sion’s materials and methods. 

It is said the du Pont corporation has 
700 men, chemists and others, doing this 
research work. That is how it comes 
“everything is wrapped in cellophane 
nowadays.” 

In Europe and America doctors are 
hunting down the microbe of pneumonia. 
They think they have spotted the killer 
by their research work. 

Now in our text the Psalmist calls 
upon God to turn the heavenly 7,000 to 
1 microscope upon his heart. When the 
microbe of sin in the heart is neglected 
it goes multiplying. Just as certainly as 
the pneumonia microbe multiplies in the 
lungs and causes death. 

Heaven has a sure remedy for the 
“wicked way.” It is red. It has been 


- readily availaple ever since Calvary (1 


John 1:7; Heb. 10: 16-18). 

Pneumonia was mentioned and a cure 
for it is in sight as the searchers try 
to find a vaccine. Something that will 
make the “bugs” harmless. They have 
found such things for smallpox, diph- 
theria, scarlet fever, and some other 
dread diseases. We also have a “vac- 
cine” for the Psalmist’s “wicked way.” 

Here it is for you: The Christian 
Church, Sunday school, and the hand 
of God. Oh, yes, I know, but I am talk- 
ing about thé real Christian home and 
not the nominal one, where father and 
mother are little more than just “mere 
belongers.”. And where the boys and 
girls very soon get “too big to go to 
Sunday school.” (Prov. 22:6.) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank 
thee, our Father, for the assurance of thy 
presence in the midst of the changing scenes 
of life. How wonderfully the Psalm that we 
study today covers with its precious promises 
the limitless range of thy love and care! 
Wherever the duties of the day or night may 
take us, thou art there. In the darkness of 
a hot and dreary night, in the glare of a 
crowded wearying day, thou dost give the 
blessing, the patience, the coolness, the quiet- 
ing balm of thy presence. We sing with the 
Psalmist, “When I awake, I am still with 
thee.” May no chaos of this torn and troubled 
world break through the peace that thou dost 
give to those who rest in thy presence. In 
thy dear name, Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—A little fellow was 
going through a stretch of very dark 
woods in Maine one night, holding fast 
to his father’s hand. It was very still 
and shadowy among those big pines. 
Suddenly the small boy spoke up to the 
tall man beside him: “I’m not afraid, 
Father, when you are holding my hand !” 
Why, no; why should. he fear anything 
when Father was right there! Just 
think what wonderful assurance of God’s 
care runs all through this Psalm. And 
turn, please, to the Book of Job, the 
thirty-fourth chapter, the twenty-ninth 
verse, and read the first part of it. 
“When he giveth quietness, who then 
can make trouble?” Dr. Henry Frost 
said to a friend who was a bit in doubt 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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about God’s providing care, “I haven’t 
heard of any shortage in God’s re- 
sources.” Certainly not! His treasuries 
are not empty, and he is not forgetting. 
Are we forgetting what a Heavenly 
Father we have? Let us pray. 


Lost River, N. H. 





ARE Wot FORGETTING {iM 
PRAISE HIS NAME! 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Architect’s House. 


Discussion: If Jesus Christ were com- 
ing in the flesh to be a guest in your 
house, what are some of the things you 
would do in preparation for his enter- 
tainment? 


Objective: Full surrender. 


AY, fellows, I know an architect who 
has drawn the plans for hundreds 
of homes, into which plans he has put 
his exceptional skill and ingenuity, but 
when he drew the plan and made the 
specifications for his own home they 
were different from all the others. He 
planned and built just the kind of home 
he himself wanted to live in. There 
were many individual and personal 
touches that were peculiarly fitting to 
his own taste. 

In the 139th Psalm which we study 
today we are reminded of what infinite 
care the Lord has exercised in planning 
and constructing the temple in which 
he would abide. “I will praise thee; 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made: marvellous are thy works; and 
that my soul knoweth right well. My 
substance was not hid from thee, when 
I was made in secret, and curiously 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet 
being unperfect; and in thy book all my 
members were written, which in con- 
tinuance were fashioned, when as yet 
there was none of them. How precious 
also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 


how great is the sum of them!” (vs. 
14-17.) 
Paul told the Corinthians: “Know ye 


not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are” (1 Cor. 3:16, 17). And Jesus was 
very careful to tell us: “If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with 
him” (John 14:23). 

Yes, there are many passages in the 
Word of God showing that he plans to 
make your body his dwelling place, his 
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temple. Should a fellow need more than 
this to make him careful to keep his 
body clean—not only physically clean, 
but, vastly more important, morally 
clean? And yet there is more. 

A fellow may be physically and mor- 
ally clean, and still fail to be God’s 
temple or dwelling place. There is a 
spirit within you which is never sep- 
arated from your body until death. That 
spirit of yours must fling wide the door 
before God can enter and take up his 
abode. “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in. to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me” (Rev. 3:20). The Holy Spirit 
knocks at your door and mine, but he 
only knocks. He will make it very clear 
that he wants to come in—all the way 
in—and abide; but he will not force 
the door. Your spirit responds to the 
knock and to the voice, and opens, say- 
ing, “Yes, come in, Lord Jesus, and live 
with me —in the house you have made.” 
And you will be very sure you are har- 
boring nothing inside that would be of- 
fensive to your holy Guest. 

Defeated Christians are those who 
have allowed the Devil to persuade them 
they can give a little space to worldly 
things — just a small space. No matter 
how small a concession it is, it is enough 
to prevent a fully surrendered life; and 
the Lord Jesus wants it all. You need 
not be afraid to yield it all, either; for 
as soon as you make a complete surren- 
der, he begins to give it back to you in 
satisfactions that are far more precious 
and enjoyable than those you gave up 
(Mark 10:29, 30). The surrendered 
Christian has great feasts — joys beyond 
description, even in this life. And they 
leave no headache the morning after. 

Wonder of wonders, that a fellow may 
actually be the dwelling place of God! 


Camp PINNACLE, VOORHEESVILLE, N. Y. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Have several pictures of children and 
their friends, a boy and his dog, two 
boys, two girls, a child and his mother 
or father. 











E TALK a good deal about children 
and their friends. Here we have 
a picture of a boy and his dog. Some- 
times we say a boy’s dog is his best 
friend. A good dog is a good friend. 
Then here we have two boys who are 
friends. What is finer than a fine boy 
chum? And this picture of two girls 
who play together and work together, 
and share each other’s secrets. They 
are great friends. 
Then we often hear it said that no 
boy or girl ever has a better friend than 
his or her mother. Surely no person 
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ever loves a child more than Mother 
does. No person ever does more for us, 
takes more care of us, forgives us 
oftener, sticks to us when all other 
friends fail. Mothers love their chil- 
dren even when they are sent to prison, 
even when they grow up and are so 
wicked that they have no friends at 
all. Mothers still love them after every 
one else stops. 

But there is Someone who loves bet- 
ter than a mother, who loves every 
person who lives, and yet nobody ever 
sees this one who loves. Can you guess 
who it is? It is God. He is the Friend 
who never leaves us, the One who never 
fails us, the One who is never tired 
or ever sleeps, the Friend who always 
knows just where we are, even in the 
darkest night, and what we need, just 
what danger we may be in, and how to 
deliver us. 

David knew about God as a Friend. 
He tells about him in the 139th Psalm. 
How wonderful that God does know all 
about us all the time! There is another 
side to it, too. We cannot hide anything 
from God. Sometimes children succeed 
in hiding things from their fathers and 
mothers, but they cannot hide anything 
from God. He knows our thoughts even 
better than we do ourselves. We can- 
not see him, we cannot hear him, but 
we can know that he both sees and 
hears us. 

“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” That is how 
much God loves you. 

How much do you love him? Enough 
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour? I hope you do, every one of 
you. Then you can always have the 
confidence that he is watching over you, 
whatever may come to you, that you 
are safe in the hand of the Lord. 

MopestTo, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 685) 
1. God’s omnipresence and omniscience. 


2. Everything is open to him. He knows 
our thoughts afar off. 


3. Yes, and for all we must give account. 


4..No, for his all-seeing eye beholds every 
place. 


5. Only a sense of guilt and unfitness for 
his presence. 


6. Heaven and hell are open before him. 


7. It is illimitable. He knows and under- 
stands everything. 


8. By calling upon him to search his heart 
and try his ways. 


9. The atoning work of his Son. 
10. In our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
image of the invisible God. 
we 


“It is wonderful what resistless might 
comes to the soul, when it realizes that 
it is treading the path and working out 
the career determined for it from all 
eternity by the Almighty God.”—Dr. F. 
B. Meyer, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls “know... 
that Jesus Christ is in” each one who 
accepts him (2 Cor. 13:5). 


Activity.—In preparation for this lesson 
the teacher might read: “‘God’s Provision 
for Victorious Living,’’ by L. L. Legters; 
and the inspiring series of Victorious Life 
pamphlets by Charles G. Trumbull. + 

Close the lesson with a period of testi- 
mony and consecration. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be 
thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest” (Josh. 
1:9). 











Does Gop LIvE In ME? 
6s] HAVE accepted Christ as my Sav- 
iour, but how can I know that he 
lives in me?” asked Laura of the group 
of young people seated in conference 
on the beach. 

Dick replied, “Romans 8:16 tells us, 
‘The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of 
God.’” 

“We actually live ‘by his faith,’” an- 
swered Marie. “ ‘Not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God’” (Gal. 2:20). 

““‘To me to live IS Christ,’” Eleanor 
quoted (Phil. 1:21). 

“‘Christ in you’ now,” Bob declared, 
“is your ‘hope of glory’ for eternity” 
(Col. 1:27). 

“‘He that is in you’ is greater than 
all else (1 John 4:4). Isn’t it grand to 
have such a wonderful Saviour?” cried 
Dick. 

Laura spoke slowly, “I think I under- 
stand. Just as the Lord Jesus gave his 
body on Calvary to redeem our old lives, 
he now gives: us new lives through his 
Spirit within” (Eph. 3:16, 17; 2 Cor. 
13:5). 

Experience Christ within! Think of 
him, speak of him, sing of him! (Rev. 
12:11.) If you are aware of Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour and Friend, think often 
of this: “I am an individual, separate 
from everyone else,—myself, yet part 
of God !” 


KNOWN or UNIDENTIFIED! 

Occasionally we hear of an unidenti- 
fied person meeting with a fatal accident, 
and our hearts are touched. To be 
unknown, unwanted, and unloved is the 
most pitiful of tragedies. No one, though, 
is unidentified in the sight of God. He 
knows each personality from the heart 
out (1 Sam. 16:7). 





1“God’s Provision for Victorious Living,” 
may be obtained from Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, 506 Commonwealth Bidg., 12th and Chest- 
nut Sts., Philadelphia; paper covers, 25 cents. 

A set of nine leaflets by Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, on the Victorious Life, may be ob- 
tained from The Sunday School Times Co., 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia, at 25 cents per set, 
postpaid. For Canadian and foreign orders 
please add 5 cents extra for postage. 
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Psalm 139 might be entitle,g whose 
to God.” Your shortcomings anygorences 
(v. 2), your ways (v. 3), your Wing py 
4), during the night or during 4, the 
(vs. 11, 12), all are known ty by 
What comfort for lonesome ones is The 

Several days ago, as a girl fini. in 
telling some of her confidences, ‘h 
added, “Please don’t tell any of this , 
my mother.” 

Girls, at times you may be successful 
in hiding secrets from someone whom 
you might hurt, or who might misunder- 
stand, but never can you hide them 
from the heavenly One. Can you fear- 
lessly say to him now, “Know my heart, 
and my thoughts, and lead my body, 
not in the paths of temporary satisfac- 
tion, but ‘in the way everlasting’ ”? 
(vs, 23, 24.) 

Atways Known! 

Not only does God know all about us 
now, but always he has known us. Even 
before our bodies were complete we 
were known to our Maker (Psa. 139: 
13-16). Biologists have told us some of 
the marvelous mysteries of the early 
stages of physical development, but it 
was our Creator who managed those 
mysteries. Each new part of us he 
fashioned with loving concern, for in 
each case he was preparing one more 
body that might reveal the glories of 
his Son Jesus Christ. Read again Gala- 
tians 1:15, 16. 

Often we find a girl who is embar- 
rassed because of her heritage. This is 
a needless dilemma, for always back of 
our earthly lineage is God. 

Kay was born into a family that failed 
physically, mentally, and socially to con- 
form to noble standards of living, and 
to glorify the Lord; and constantly Kay 
was chagrined. She harbored resent- 
ment against her parents because they 
came so far short of convention. 

“My dear girl,” an adult friend as- 
sured, “just as the law of heredity 
traces backward through a long line of 
ancestors, it also continues back, back, 
back until you find that ‘in the begin- 
ning’ of your family tree and mine was 
God himself. God, though, is not as re- 
mote as that. ‘In the beginning,’ and 
throughout the formation of the body 
that is you, God took part. The laws 
of nature functioned, yes, but God super- 
vised these laws; and some day, through 
a redeemed daughter, even your parents 
may have the joy of meeting the Re- 
deemer.” 

ALWAYS WITH You! 

To all redeemed daughters the Lord 
Jesus says, “Lo, I am with you alway.” 

“IT AM!” 

“I am WITH YOU!” Think of the 
other “I am’s” which refer to Christ, 
and compare with this. He is living in 
you, fashioning you, as you yield, into 
the person he wants you to become. He 
is living in your friend, making her 
something different, but just as precious 

(Continued on page 692) 





688 * 


After the Lesson.—A little fellow was 
going through a stretch of very dark 
woods in Maine one night, holding fast 
to his father’s hand. It was very still 
and shadowy among those big pines. 
Suddenly the small boy spoke up to the 
tall man beside him: “I’m not afraid, 
Father, when you are holding my hand !” 
Why, no; why should-he fear anything 
when Father was right there! Just 
think what wonderful assurance of God’s 
care runs all through this Psalm. And 
turn, please, to the Book of Job, the 
thirty-fourth chapter, the twenty-ninth 
verse, and read the first part of it. 
“When he giveth quietness, who then 
can make trouble?” Dr. Henry Frost 
said to a friend who was a bit in doubt 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
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about God’s providing care, “I haven’t 
heard of any shortage in God’s re- 
sources.” Certainly not! His treasuries 
are not empty, and he is not forgetting. 
Are we forgetting what a Heavenly 
Father we have? Let us pray. 


Lost River, N. H. 
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PRAISE HIS NAME! 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Architect’s House. 


Discussion: If Jesus Christ were com- 
ing in the flesh to be a guest in your 
house, what are some of the things you 
would do in preparation for his enter- 
tainment? 


Objective: Full surrender. 


AY, fellows, I know an architect who 
has drawn the plans for hundreds 
of homes, into which plans he has put 
his exceptional skill and ingenuity, but 
when he drew the plan and made the 
specifications for his own home they 
were different from all the others. He 
planned and built just the kind of home 
he himself wanted to live in. There 
were many individual and personal 
touches that were peculiarly fitting to 
his own taste. 

In the 139th Psalm which we study 
today we are reminded of what infinite 
care the Lord has exercised in planning 
and constructing the temple in which 
he would abide. “I will praise thee; 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made: marvellous are thy works; and 
that my soul knoweth right well. My 
substance was not hid from thee, when 
I was made in secret, and curiously 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet 
being unperfect; and in thy book all my 
members were written, which in con- 
tinuance were fashioned, when as yet 
there was none of them. How precious 
also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 


how great is the sum of them!” (vs. 
14-17.) 
Paul told the Corinthians: “Know ye 


not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you? If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are” (1 Cor. 3:16, 17). And Jesus was 
very careful to tell us: “If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with 
him” (John 14:23). 

Yes, there are many passages in the 
Word of God showing that he plans to 
make your body his dwelling place, his 
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temple. Should a fellow need more than 
this to make him careful to keep his 
body clean—not only physically clean, 
but, vastly more important, morally 
clean? And yet there is more. 

A fellow may be physically and mor- 
ally clean, and still fail to be God’s 
temple or dwelling place. There is a 
spirit within you which is never sep- 
arated from your body until death. That 
spirit of yours must fling wide the door 
before God can enter and take up his 
abode. “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in. to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me” (Rev. 3:20). The Holy Spirit 
knocks at your door and mine, but he 
only knocks. He will make it very clear 
that he wants to come in—all the way 
in—and abide; but he will not force 
the door. Your spirit responds to the 
knock and to the voice, and opens, say- 
ing, “Yes, come in, Lord Jesus, and live 
with me —in the house you have made.” 
And you will be very sure you are har- 
boring nothing inside that would be of- 
fensive to your holy Guest. 

Defeated Christians are those who 
have allowed the Devil to persuade them 
they can give a little space to worldly 
things — just a small space. No matter 
how small a concession it is, it is enough 
to prevent a fully surrendered life; and 
the Lord Jesus wants it all. You need 
not be afraid to yield it all, either; for 
as soon as you make a complete surren- 
der, he begins to give it back to you in 
satisfactions that are far more precious 
and enjoyable than those you gave up 
(Mark 10:29, 30). The surrendered 
Christian has great feasts — joys beyond 
description, even in this life. And they 
leave no headache the morning after. 

Wonder of wonders, that a fellow may 
actually be the dwelling place of God! 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have several pictures of children and 
their friends, a boy and his dog, two 
boys, two girls, a child and his mother 
or father. 











E TALK a good deal about children 
and their friends. Here we have 
a picture of a boy and his dog. Some- 
times we say a boy’s dog is his best 
friend. A good dog is a good friend. 
Then here we have two boys who are 
friends. What is finer than a fine boy 
chum? And this picture of two girls 
who play together and work together, 
and share each other’s secrets. They 
are great friends. 
Then we often hear it said that no 
boy or girl ever has a better friend than 
his or her mother. Surely no person 
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ever loves a child more than Mother 
does. No person ever does more for us, 
takes more care of us, forgives us 
oftener, sticks to us when all other 
friends fail. Mothers love their chil- 
dren even when they are sent to prison, 
even when they grow up and are so 
wicked that they have no friends at 
all. Mothers still love them after every 
one else stops. 

But there is Someone who loves bet- 
ter than a mother, who loves every 
person who lives, and yet nobody ever 
sees this one who loves. Can you guess 
who it is? It is God. He is the Friend 
who never leaves us, the One who never 
fails us, the One who is never tired 
or ever sleeps, the Friend who always 
knows just where we are, even in the 
darkest night, and what we need, just 
what danger we may be in, and how to 
deliver us. 

David knew about God as a Friend. 
He tells about him in the 139th Psalm. 
How wonderful that God does know all 
about us all the time! There is another 
side to it, too. We cannot hide anything 
from God. Sometimes children succeed 
in hiding things from their fathers and 
mothers, but they cannot hide anything 
from God. He knows our thoughts even 
better than we do ourselves. We can- 
not see him, we cannot hear him, but 
we can know that he both sees and 
hears us. 

“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 


have everlasting life.’ That is how 
much God loves you. 
How much do you love him? Enough 


to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour? J hope you do, every one of 
you. Then you can always have the 
confidence that he is watching over you, 
whatever may come to you, that you 
are safe in the hand of the Lord. 
MopestTo, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 685) 


1. God’s omnipresence and omniscience. 


2. Everything is open to him. He knows 
our thoughts afar off. 


3. Yes, and for all we must give account. 


4. No, for his all-seeing eye beholds every 
place. 


5. Only a sense of guilt and unfitness for 
his presence. 


6. Heaven and hell are open before him. 


7. It is illimitable. He knows and under- 
stands everything. 


8. By calling upon him to search his heart 
and try his ways. ‘ 

9. The atoning work of his Son. 

10. In our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
image of the invisible God. 


vg 


“It is wonderful what resistless might 
comes to the soul, when it realizes that 
it is treading the path and working out 
the career determined for it from all 
eternity by the Almighty God.”—Dr. F. 
B. Meyer, in the Keswick Calendar. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls “know . 
that Jesus Christ is in” each one who 
accepts him (2 Cor. 13:5). 


Activity.—In preparation for this lesson 
the teacher might read: ‘“God’s Provision 
for Victorious Living,’’ by L. L. Legters; 
and the inspiring series of Victorious Life 
pamphlets by Charles G. Trumbull. } 

Close the lesson with a period of testi- 
mony and consecration. 


Memory Verse.—‘Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be 
thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest” (Josh. 
1:9). 











Does Gop Live In ME? 


«¢] HAVE accepted Christ as my Sav- 

iour, but how can I know that he 
lives in me?” asked Laura of the group 
of young people seated in conference 
on the beach. 

Dick replied, “Romans 8:16 tells us, 
‘The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of 
God.’” 

“We actually live ‘by his faith,’” an- 
swered Marie. “ ‘Not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God’” (Gal. 2:20). 

“*To me to live IS Christ,’” Eleanor 
quoted (Phil. 1:21). 

“‘Christ in you’ now,” Bob declared, 
“is your ‘hope of glory’ for eternity” 
(Col. 1:27). 

“‘He that is in you’ is greater than 
all else (1 John 4:4). Isn’t it grand to 
have such a wonderful Saviour?” cried 
Dick. 

Laura spoke slowly, “I think I under- 
stand. Just as the Lord Jesus gave his 
body on Calvary to redeem our old lives, 
he now gives: us new lives through his 
Spirit within” (Eph. 3:16, 17; 2 Cor. 
13:5). 

Experience Christ within! Think of 
him, speak of him, sing of him! (Rev. 
12:11.) If you are aware of Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour and Friend, think often 
of this: “I am an individual, separate 
from everyone else,— myself, yet part 
of God !” 

KNOWN or UNIDENTIFIED! 

Occasionally we hear of an unidenti- 
fied person meeting with a fatal accident, 
and our hearts are touched. To be 
unknown, unwanted, and unloved is the 
most pitiful of tragedies. No one, though, 
is unidentified in the sight of God. He 
knows each personality from the heart 
out (1 Sam. 16:7). 





1“God’s Provision for Victorious Living,” 
may be obtained from Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, 506 Commonwealth Bidg., 12th and Chest- 
nut Sts., Philadelphia; paper covers, 25 cents. 

A set of nine leaflets by Dr. Charles G. 
Trumbull, on the Victorious Life, may be ob- 
tained from The Sunday School Times Co., 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia, at 25 cents per set, 
postpaid. For Canadian and foreign orders 
please add 5 cents extra for postage. 
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Psalm 139 might be entitled: “Known 
to God.” Your shortcomings and thoughts 
(v. 2), your ways (v. 3), your words (v. 
4), during the night or during the day 
(vs. 11, 12), all are known to him. 
What comfort for lonesome ones is this! 

Several days ago, as a girl finished 
telling some of her confidences, she 
added, “Please don’t tell any of this to 
my mother.” 

Girls, at times you may be successful 
in hiding secrets from someone whom 
you might hurt, or who might misunder- 
stand, but never can you hide them 
from the heavenly One. Can you fear- 
lessly say to him now, “Know my heart, 
and my thoughts, and lead my body, 
not in the paths of temporary satisfac- 
tion, but ‘in the way everlasting’ ”? 
(vs, 23, 24.) 

Atways Known! 

Not only does God know all about us 
now, but always he has known us. Even 
before our bodies were complete we 
were known to our Maker (Psa. 139: 
13-16). Biologists have told us some of 
the marvelous mysteries of the early 
stages of physical development, but it 
was our Creator who managed those 
mysteries. Each new part of us he 
fashioned with loving concern, for in 
each case he was preparing one more 
body that might reveal the glories of 
his Son Jesus Christ. Read again Gala- 
tians 1:15, 16. 

Often we find a girl who is embar- 
rassed because of her heritage. This is 
a needless dilemma, for always back of 
our earthly lineage is God. 

Kay was born into a family that failed 
physically, mentally, and socially to con- 
form to noble standards of living, and 
to glorify the Lord; and constantly Kay 
was chagrined. She harbored resent- 
ment against her parents because they 
came so far short of convention. 

“My dear girl,” an adult friend as- 
sured, “just as the law of heredity 
traces backward through a long line of 
ancestors, it also continues back, back, 
back until you find that ‘in the begin- 
ning’ of your family tree and mine was 
God himself. God, though, is not as re- 
mote as that. ‘In the beginning,’ and 
throughout the formation of the body 
that is you, God took part. The laws 
of nature functioned, yes, but God super- 
vised these laws; and some day, through 
a redeemed daughter, even your parents 
may have the joy of meeting the Re- 
deemer.” 

ALWAYS WITH You! 

To all redeemed daughters the Lord 
Jesus says, “Lo, I am with you alway.” 

“IT AM!” 

“I am WITH YOU!” Think of the 
other “I am’s” which refer to Christ, 
and compare with this. He is living in 
you, fashioning you, as you yield, into 
the person he wants you to become. He 
is living in your friend, making her 
something different, but just as precious 

(Continued on page 692) 























On the opposite page you will see, 
exactly as it appears in 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


a page of the every-week help on the same lesson 
that is treated in this issue of the Times. 


Wouldn't it be a great help in your teaching of 
the lesson if your ‘teen age class members should 
study, or at least read over, the lesson and the 
comments given there, before coming to the class ? 


On the opposite page you will not find the whole 
comment on the lesson. There is considerably more 
in each issue. And numerous other features— 
stories, puzzles, nature articles, etc. 


Why not try out the idea for eight weeks (8 
issues) at only 10 cents each subscription (a special 
Get Acquainted rate) in a package of at least 5, 
to be sent to you and given out a week in advance 
to the class? 
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This Is a Specimen Lesson Page from Christian Youth 





Preparing the Lesson for September 15 


Third Quarter, Lesson 11 


THE EVER-PRESENT GOD 
Psalm 139 


Golden Text.—If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.—John 14 : 23 




















Since Last Week 


OR the last of our lessons in the 
F  Psaims we come to still another 

Psalm of David. Although it is 
ascribed to him, we have no clew as 
to the particular time in David's life 
in which it was written. 

Last week the Psalm we studied 
emphasized God’s joy when we come 
into his presence with worship and 
praise. This week the emphasis is 
upon our joy in God’s presence, 





that you were misunderstood, 
that no one in your family or 
among your friends really appreci- 
ated the difficulties you had to meet? 


D ID you ever have the feeling 


The portion of the text indicated by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee for printing in the 
lesson helps is Psa. 139:1-12, 23, 24 
Psa. 139:1 O Lord, thou hast searched me, and 
known me. 

2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 
thou understandest my thought afar off. 

3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, 
and art acquainted with all my ways. 

4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, 
O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. 

5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid 
thine hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is 
high, I cannot attain unto it. 

7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither 
shall I flee from thy presence? 

8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 

9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea; 

10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy 


+ right hand shall hold me. 


11 1f I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; 
even the night shall be light about me. 

12 Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the 
night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light 
are both alike to thee. 

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, 
and know my thoughts: 

24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting. 


empty, since these dead were re- 
leased and went to be with him in 
Heaven. 

“The wings of the morning” speak 
of the rays of the rising sun, which 
flash over the earth with the speed 
of the earth’s turning. But even if 
we traveled at such speed as this 
we could never outrun or escape our 
Father’s knowledge and love. 

Verse 10.—What does God’s hand 
do for us? Here is a double purpose, 
—both to lead us and to restrain 
us, to guide us on in the right way 
and to hold us back from the wrong. 

Verse 11.—What about darkness? 
Can the darkness hide us from God? 
“God is light, and in him is no dark- 
ness at all” (1 John 1:5). The black- 
est night cannot shut us off from 
God. Where he is, there is no dark- 
ness, hence both the darkness and 
the light are alike to him. 

Do you remember how frequently 
light is mentioned in the Bible as 








Your motives were misconstrued 


an attribute of God or of heavenly 





and misinterpreted, and even Father 





and Mother seemed not to understand 
your desires and ambitions. 

Perhaps each of us has been in such 
a place at some time or other during 
life, and certainly some get there pretty 
often. However, our lesson this week 
should help us to see that there is at 
least one person who really understands 
all about us. Let us read Psalm 139, 
verses 1 to 12, and see who it is. 


Verse 1.—In what way does God know 
us? Others know us by our acts and 
by our words, but God’s eye searches 
our hearts (1 Kings 8:39; 1 Chron. 28: 
9; Psa. 11:4; 44:21; Heb. 4:13). 

Verse 2.—What intimate knowledge is 
mentioned in this verse? We are not 
to think of God as keeping a record of 
every time we arise and every time we 
sit down. This is a simile which shows 
that God knows our innermost thoughts 
and our most intimate doings, — those 
things that we think when no one is 
about, and that we do when no human 
person sees us. 

Verse 4.—What is concluded here in 
view of God’s knowledge? He knows 
not only the actual words, but the mean- 
ings behind those words. We may be 
able to deceive others by evasion, but 
we never deceive our Heavenly Father. 

Verse 5.—But this intimate knowledge 
on the part of our Heavenly Father 
should not dismay us, but, on the con- 
trary, if we love him and are seeking 
to serve him, it should be a comfort to us. 

In what way does the Psalmist speak 


of it as a safeguard? The word “be- 
set,” as given here, carries the thought 
of laying siege to a town. In other 
words, God’s loving care has completely 
surrounded us and hemmed us in. In 
the laying of his hand upon us, may we 
not see the physician’s hand upon his 
patient to feel his pulse and to help him? 

Verse 6.—How does David express his 
admiration of God’s wonderful love and 
care? It is beyond description and be- 
yond his comprehension. Read Isaiah 
55:9. 

Verses 7 to 9.—How far must we go 
to escape God’s love and care and 
knowledge? The thought here is that 
God is everywhere, and this we some- 
times call omnipresence. This .is quite 
different from pantheism, which teaches 
that the universe, as a whole, is God, 
and hence any part of it is God. Chris- 
tians believe that God is spirit, in three 
persons, — the Father, Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, —that he has definite personal- 
ity, but that there is no place to which 
we may go in the whole universe where 
God is not present, and where his 
knowledge and love cannot follow us. 

“Hell,” in verse 8, is a Hebrew word, 
Sheol, and it means literally, “the place 
of departed spirits.” In Old Testament 
times, Sheol contained both the saved 
and the lost in the two compartments 
separated by the great gulf described in 
our Lord’s parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus. Since Christ rose from the 
dead, the Paradise section of Sheol is 


creatures? ‘The shepherds on the 
Judean hills were dazzled by the light 
which shone from Heaven (Luke 2:9). 
When the Lord Jesus on the Mount of 
Transfiguration talked with Moses and 
Elias, although it was in the middle 
of the night, we read that his face 
“did shine as the sun, and his rai- 
ment was white as the light” (Matt. 
17:2). On the Damascus road Saul 
of Tarsus beheld a light that shone 
above the brightness of the noon- 
day sun, and heard the Lord Jesus 
speaking to him out of that light (Acts 
9:3-5). 


OW turn to verses 23 and 24 of this 

Psalm which are also included in 
our lesson. The word “search” in verse 
23 carries with it the thought of dig- 
ging, as in mining ore or coal, or in 
searching for treasure. In view of all 
that David has said before concerning 
God’s discernment and knowledge, this 
is not to be taken as an expression of 
any fitness that David thinks he might 
have to stand before God’s probing eye. 
But rather it is a confession of his de- 
sire that all evil in him might be 
searched out and rooted out. 

Are you as ready that God should 
search your heart and put his finger 
upon everything that he might fing there 
that is contrary to his will? 

Notice, too, that David goes on to ask 
that God should lead him in the “way 
everlasting.” This is the way of life 
(Psa. 16:11), and it is the way of peace 
(Isa. 59:8). It is the way in which God 
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My Class of Girls 
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and important. Is your body prepared 
to reveal to others the. Son of God? 

“Ny W great is God?” the Primary 
chix:°en were asked. 

“He is great enough,” said a tiny tot, 
“to be everywhere, yet he is small 
enough to fit into my heart” (Josh. 1:9). 

“Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me,” reads our lesson chapter (v. 6), 
and later, “How precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, O God! ... when I 
awake, I am still with thee” (vs. 17, 18). 

Since you have become a Christian, 
you no longer live alone. “Jesus Christ 
is in you” (2 Cor. 13:5). 

Assignment: Today the world asks, 
“What is the smart thing to do?” Next 
Sunday we shall speak of the Guide 
Book for intelligent living. Be prepared 
to give several of your favorite Bible 
verses and apply Psalm 119:11., 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 22. III. When Young People Marry. 
Eph. 5:25-33. 





Sunday, September 15 


Il. Youth Goes A-Courting 
(Prov. 3:1-7) 





Mon.—Love at first sight (Gen. 24:61-67). 

Tues.—Solomon’s wicked loves (1 Kings 
11:1-4). 

Wed.—The language of romance (Song of 
Sol. 2:8-14). 

Thurs.—Righteous living, an asset (Psa. 34: 
11-16). 

Fri.—Love should abound (1 Thess. 3:12, 
13). 

Sat.—True love is born of God (1 John 4: 
7-10). 








in 





N A Gospel meeting in a shop, the 

speaker was talking to a group of 
workmen about Theodore Roosevelt. 
He gave as some of the sources of the 
great man’s power five “wells,” — “well 
bred, well fed, well read, well wed, and 
well led.” He explained what was 
meant by good breeding, physical fit- 
ness, a well-stored mind, a happy home 
life, and above all, being led by the 
Spirit of God. As he concluded, a young 
Italian-American spoke up: 

“Say, Boss, where can I find such a 
girl? I’m looking for her.” 

“Where have you been looking?” the 
speaker asked. “Have you tried your 
church socials, or the prayer meeting?” 

“No, sir,” was the somewhat discon- 
certed reply. 

“Have you not been looking for her 
on the dance floors? Well, you can’t 
find a prayer meeting girl on a dance 
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hall floor. The trouble is you have been 
looking for the right thing in the wrong 
place. Suppose you slip around to a 
Christian church, and see if the same 
fine woman about whom you have been 
thinking is not in the same place where 
she has always been.” 
pd 

In our young people’s meeting last 
week we discussed, as the first in a 
series of four topics on “Looking 
Toward Marriage and the Home,” the 
choice of our friends. This week, as the 
second in this series, we are to think 
particularly about Christian courtship. 
We have seen the importance of choos- 
ing as our friends those who know and 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ. And if this 
be important in friendship, how much 
more vital is it that the one we think 
of as a possible partner for life should 
also be a sincere Christian. 

Right here it may be well to sound a 
word of warning against linking up 
with anyone who is not a Christian, in 
the hope that our friendship, or ulti- 
mate partnership, might bring that one 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Seldom, if 
ever, does this occur. If a young man 
or woman will not listen to God’s voice 
or to your pleading prior to an engage- 
ment or marriage, seldom, if ever, can 
such a one be persuaded to listen after 
the bond has been formed. 

4 

Obviously the logical place for Chris- 
tian youth to go a-courting is in one’s 
own church and one’s own Christian 
circle. Christian young people some- 
times make the mistake of thinking that 
there are far more desirable friends to 
be found in other towns or. other 
churches. And the strange part of it 
is that those Christian young people 
come to your church and find desirable 
friends at your door, so to speak. Fer- 
haps the reason for this is that we know 
those in our own home town and church 
so well that we do not see their good 
points. We see them every day, under 
all sorts of conditions. When we com- 
pare such ones with those whom we see 
only occasionally when they are on good 
behavior, our opinions are influenced in 
favor of the ones we see occasionally. 

Right here lies a danger for young 
people when they go a-courting. Make 
it your business to see the one upon 
whom your thoughts are being centered, 
under all conditions and circumstances. 
Find out all you can about the family. 
Meet them in the home, if this can be 
done, under proper conditions. While 
you do not marry the whole family, 
nevertheless, families have a way of 
making themselves very much in evi- 
dence when a new home is being set 
up. And if there are objectionable ele- 
ments in the family, it is better to know 
about them and at least be prepared for 
them before marriage. 

All of this emphasizes the danger of 


haste when youth goes a-courting. The. 


old proverb, “Marry in haste, repent at 
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leisure,” is still sound, except that now, 
even the repentance comes not at lei- 
sure, but in haste as well. 
ed 

Perhaps it may seem almost unneces- 
sary to mention that, in going a-court- 
ing, we should choose one who has like 
tastes and interests. And yet doubtless 
each of us can think of all too many 
married couples who seem to have over- 
looked this important consideration. 
True love will compensate for many 
differences, but there is no good reason 
for putting it unnecessarily to the test, 
or choosing one who, from the start, is 
by nature and make-up quite diametri- 
cally opposite to ourselves. Marriage 
should be a love match, but it should 
also be a deep, lasting friendship and a 
partnership in which activities and in- 
terests are mutually shared. 


se 


Unfortunately, from the courtships 
that most of us have been privileged 
to witness in this age of shifting stand- 
ards and beclouded ideals, we may have 
gotten the idea that courtship consists 
principally in liberties of kissing and 
caressing. How Satan has fooled even 
Christian young people right here! These 
outward symbols of the pure affection 
that God intended should exist only be- 
tween husband and wife, or between those 
who are pledged to each other for life, 
are today bandied about by young peo- 
ple of the world who are scarcely ac- 
quainted with one another. And all 
too often Christian young people have 
fallen into Satan’s trap and aped their 
worldly acquaintances. 

Christian young people today need to 
have their consciences cleansed and 
made sensitive, not only to the danger, 
but to the actual sin involved in this 
premature and shallow familiarity that 
mars and sometimes wrecks courtship. 

4 

Let us go to God in complete sur- 
render in the matter of courtship, and 
ask him to lead us to the one of his 
choice, and to work out in us that obe- 
dience and self-control and purity that 
will ultimately flower into that greatest 
of all of God’s gifts, a deep love for the 
one who is to be a helpmeet and partner 
and lover for all time. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


“The one great teacher of the Bible is 
the Holy Spirit, who is Himself the 
author of the Book. Have you never 
thought, when you have read some book 
which has been helpful to you, ‘I wish 
that I could read this book with the 
author and have him explain to me as 
I read’? Well, that is your privilege 
every time you read the Bible; it is 
your privilege to have the Holy Spirit, 
the author of the Book, to interpret it 
to you as you read, if you will only in- 
vite Him to come. He only comes when 
you ask him to come.”—By Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, in the Keswick Calendar. 


























Lesson for September 15 


Prayer for Victory Unanswered 
(Continued from page 678) 


There is only one answer; that is not 
the way to be saved. 

It is all right to begin by praying for 
salvation, but there is no use in doing 
this unless one is ready to believe God. 
And God’s Word is that “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life’ (John 3:16). The Lord 
Jesus himself said: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life” (John 5:24). When the 
Philippian jailer cried out in agony to 
Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?” their inspired answer 
came, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:30, 
31). Again Paul writes by inspiration: 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 
(Rom. 10:9). 

So anyone crying out to God for sal- 
vation must believe God’s Word if he 
is to be saved, and must not continue 
to pray, and pray, and pray for salva- 
tion, but must thank God that, because 
God has offered Christ to all sinners 
as Saviour, and because the one praying 
believes God, and receives Christ as 
Saviour, he is saved. Then the prayer 
for salvation must be stopped, and praise 
and thanksgiving for salvation must be 
made. 

The victorious life is part of our sal- 
vation —it is our salvation in the pres- 
ent tense. To this earnest and troubled 
child of God who is hungering for vic- 
tory, and who has prayed so long for 
victory, the following personal reply 
was sent: 

After reading. your letter, I believe 
your trouble has been that you have 
kept on praying, and praying, and pray- 
ing for the victorious life in Christ, 
when God has wanted you to stop pray- 
ing and begin praising. 

If we keep on asking God to give us 
what he has already given us, don’t you 
see we are simply expressing our un- 
belief — we are not trusting him to have 
kept his werd? 

When you received Christ as your 
Saviour, and then when you surren- 
dered yourself fully to him as Lord, you 
had done all that you can do. Surren- 
der is our part; victory is God’s part. 
Having done your part, how long do you 
think God delays doing his part? Not 
for a fraction of a second! 

So God is waiting for you to stop ask- 
ing him to do what he has already done. 
Will you not kneel down and confess 
your sin of unbelief (even though it was 
an unconscious sin), and thank God that 
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he IS giving you the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:57); 
that the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus HAS made you free from 
the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2); 
that his grace IS sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9); 
that you ARE more than conqueror 
through him that loves you (Rom. 8: 
37); that you ARE dead to sin, that 
your old man IS crucified with him, and 
therefore that sin shall not have do- 
minion over you (Rom. 6:2, 6, 14); that 
God HAS blessed you with all spiritual 
blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3)? 

Notice that not a single statement 
about you and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
among these just quoted from God’s 
true, inviolable, and unbreakable Word, 
is a promise; they are all statements of 
FACT — fact which is true this present 
moment, and moment by moment. Do 
you believe God is a liar? God forbid! 
Then thank him for these precious facts 
about what Christ IS to you now, mo- 
ment by moment. 

Forget all about the idea of “reaching 
the place of victory,” as you say in your 
letter. God wants you to turn your 
eyes away from yourself, from your ex- 
periences, from your feelings, and look 
only at Jesus Christ (Heb. 12:2), who 
is “the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever” (Heb. 13:8). 

Faith is blind; it must not ask to see. 
Faith is cold; it must not ask to feel. 
Will you, in blind, cold faith, tell God 
that you know he is speaking the truth 
in these precious passages of his Scrip- 
ture; that you accept them; that you 
know they are true; and that is all you 
will ever need to know in time or eter- 
nity? Faith trusts God in the present 
tense. You are not to believe that God 
can do this miracle for you, or that he 
will do it, but that he is doing it now. 
For he says he is, in the passages quoted. 

Stop praying and asking him to do 
what he says he has done. Begin prais- 
ing and thanking him for what he has 
done and is doing in and for you. 





3 Children at Home 





Little Blossom's Escape 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


EATED behind the big, stone, Chi- 

nese water k’ong (jar) little Widow 
Lee overheard what her brother-in-law 
and the “talk-marriage man” were say- 
ing. 

“Hao, Hao [Good, Good]. The girl’s 
mother shall be ready. We cannot fill 
their mouths with rice any longer. Can- 
not the priest at the Cloudy Wind Tem- 
ple, and a fifty-cent piece, fix a lucky 
day next week? Then there is nothing 
to wait for.” 


* 695 


Widow Lee nearly dropptod, whose 
shoe she was so diligently stieferences 
she felt sure a second marriagding by 
ing arranged for her, and she wer the 
who wes to be her bridegroomd by 
had no choice in the matter and The 
have silently submitted to her bra in 
in-law, but for her little daughth 
Blossom was her one and only treasv” 
in the world now, and she could nc 
bear to think of a stepfather who might 
ill-treat the child. Stepfathers in China 
were often very cruel to a second wife’s 
child, especially when the mother was 
poor. And Mrs. Lee had “nothing to 
bring over the threshold.” 

“I must find out at once who is the 
chosen one,” she thought to herself. 
“Amah gets to know everything, and 
she will tell me, I am sure.” 

So Mrs. Lee sat still waiting for the 
old family servant to come and wash 
the evening rice in the canal at the 
bank of the farmstead. It seemed ages 





Sell Christmas Cards 


Start Making Money at Once 


A E TEXT BOX assortment, 21 talon, veh 
calendar. Contains distinctive subjects of religious 
each with Scripture verse. 

Retails for $1.00. Costs you 55 cents, 
SCRIPTURE TEXT BOX assortment, 12 folders 
with Scripture text. Really a wonderful seller. 

Retails for 50 cents. Costs you 30 cents. 
We have a complete line of other Christmas merchandise, 
including 12 box assortments, and two sets of 50 cards 
for $1.00 with name, and two sets of 25 cards for 
$1.00 with name. Discount of 40 per cent. 


Write for full information TODAY 
CHAS, A. BELZ CO., 1711 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 












Six Months y 
with 
St. Luke 


THE UNIVERSAL GOSPEL 

For half a year beginning 
October 1, 1940 the International 
Uniform Lessons will be based on 
the Gospel of Luke. 

The American Bible Society is 
able to supply individual copies of 
Luke’s ll in inexpensive one- 
cent, two-cent, and four-cent edi- 
tions. Each scholar may possess his 
own copy during this six-months 
period so that all may study in con- 
venient form—The Universal Gospel. 

Attractive Paper cover 01 

Paper Bound, Larger type .02 

Bound in durable cloth 04 
Please order from your nearest depository. Leaflets describ- 
ing these and other inexpensive Portions, Testaments and 
Bibles will be sent on request. Money must sccompany order. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Park Ave. and 57th Street 
7 35 E. Wacker Drive 

Atlanta, Georgia, ** “ 85 Waltcn Street 

Dallas, Texas, bd 1814 Main Street 

San Francisco, California, 224 McAllister Street 
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and important. Is your body prepared 
to reveal to others the. Son of God? 

“Sy W great is God?” the Primary 
chic.-en were asked. 

“He is great enough,” said a tiny tot, 
“to be everywhere, yet he is small 
enough to fit into my heart” (Josh. 1:9). 

“Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me,” reads our lesson chapter (v. 6), 
and later, “How precious also are thy 
thoughts unto me, O God! ... when I 
awake, I am still with thee” (vs. 17, 18). 

Since you have become a Christian, 
you no longer live alone. “Jesus Christ 
is in you” (2 Cor. 13:5). 

Assignment: Today the world asks, 
“What is the smart thing to do?” Next 
Sunday we shall speak of the Guide 
Book for intelligent living. Be prepared 
to give several of your favorite Bible 
verses and apply Psalm 119:11., 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 22. III. When Young People Marry. 
Eph. 5:25-33. 





Sunday, September 15 


Il. Youth Goes A-Courting 
(Prov. 3:1-7) 





Mon.—Love at first sight (Gen. 24:61-67). 

Tues.—Solomon’s wicked loves (1 Kings 
11:1-4). 

Wed.—The language of romance (Song of 
Sol. 2:8-14). 

Thurs.—Righteous living, an asset (Psa. 34: 
11-16). 

Fri.—Love should abound (1 Thess. 3:12, 
13). 

Sat.—True love is born of God (1 John 4: 
7-10). 








= 





N A Gospel meeting in a shop, the 

speaker was talking to a group of 
workmen about Theodore Roosevelt. 
He gave as some of the sources of the 
great man’s power five “wells,” — “well 
bred, well fed, well read, well wed, and 
well led.” He explained what was 
meant by good breeding, physical fit- 
ness, a well-stored mind, a happy home 
life, and above all, being led by the 
Spirit of God. As he concluded, a young 
Italian-American spoke up: 

“Say, Boss, where can I find such a 
girl? I’m looking for her.” 

“Where have you been looking?” the 
speaker asked. “Have you tried your 
church socials, or the prayer meeting?” 

“No, sir,” was the somewhat discon- 
certed reply. 

“Have you not been looking for her 
on the dance floors? Well, you can’t 
find a prayer meefing girl on a dance 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


hall floor. The trouble is you have been 
looking for the right thing in the wrong 
place. Suppose you slip around to a 
Christian church, and see if the same 
fine woman about whom you have been 
thinking is not in the same place where 
she has always been.” 


In our young people’s meeting last 
week we discussed, as the first in a 
series of four topics on “Looking 
Toward Marriage and the Home,” the 
choice of our friends. This week, as the 
second in this series, we are to think 
particularly about Christian courtship. 
We have seen the importance of choos- 
ing as our friends those who know and 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ. And if this 
be important in friendship, how much 
more vital is it that the one we think 
of as a possible partner for life should 
also be a sincere Christian. 

Right here it may be well to sound a 
word of warning against linking up 
with anyone who is not a Christian, in 
the hope that our friendship, or ulti- 
mate partnership, might bring that one 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Seldom, if 
ever, does this occur. If a young man 
or woman will not listen to God’s voice 
or to your pleading prior to an engage- 
ment or marriage, seldom, if ever, can 
such a one be persuaded to listen after 
the bond has been formed. 

5-4 

Obviously the logical place for Chris- 
tian youth to go a-courting is in one’s 
own church and one’s own Christian 
circle. Christian young people some- 
times make the mistake of thinking that 
there are far more desirable friends to 
be found in other towns or. other 
churches. And the strange part of it 
is that those Christian young people 
come to your church and find desirable 
friends at your door, so to speak. Per- 
haps the reason for this is that we know 
those in our own home town and church 
so well that we do not see their good 
points. We see them every day, under 
all sorts of conditions. When we com- 
pare such ones with those whom we see 
only occasionally when they are on good 
behavior, our opinions are influenced in 
favor of the ones we see occasionally. 

Right here lies a danger for young 
people when they go a-courting. Make 
it your business to see the one upon 
whom your thoughts are being centered, 
under all conditions and circumstances. 
Find out all you can about the family. 
Meet them in the home, if this can be 
done, under proper conditions. While 
you do not marry the whole family, 
nevertheless, families have a way of 
making themselves very much in evi- 
dence when a new home is being set 
up. And if there are objectionable ele- 
ments in the family, it is better to know 
about them and at least be prepared for 
them before marriage. 

All of this emphasizes the danger of 
haste when youth goes a-courting. The 
old proverb, “Marry in haste, repent at 
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leisure,” is still sound, except that now, 
even the repentance comes not at lei- 
sure, but in haste as well. 
4 

Perhaps it may seem almost unneces- 
sary to mention that, in going a-court- 
ing, we should choose one who has like 
tastes and interests. And yet doubtless 
each of us can think of all too many 
married couples who seem to have over- 
looked this important consideration. 
True love will compensate for many 
differences, but there is no good reason 
for putting it unnecessarily to the test, 
or choosing one who, from the start, is 
by nature and make-up quite diametri- 
cally opposite to ourselves. Marriage 
should be a love match, but it should 
also be a deep, lasting friendship and a 
partnership in which activities and in- 
terests are mutually shared. 

4 


Unfortunately, from the courtships 
that most of us have been privileged 
to witness in this age of shifting stand- 
ards and beclouded ideals, we may have 
gotten the idea that courtship consists 
principally in liberties of kissing and 
caressing. How Satan has fooled even 
Christian young people right here! These 
outward symbols of the pure affection 
that God intended should exist only be- 
tween husband and wife, or between those 
who are pledged to each other for life, 
are today bandied about by young peo- 
ple of the world who are scarcely ac- 
quainted with one another. And all 
too often Christian young people have 
fallen into Satan’s trap and aped their 
worldly acquaintances. 

Christian young people today need to 
have their consciences cleansed and 
made sensitive, not only to the danger, 
but to the actual sin involved in this 
premature and shallow familiarity that 
mars and sometimes wrecks cqirtship. 

$e 

Let us go to God in complete sur- 
render in the matter of courtship, and 
ask him to lead us to the one of his 
choice, and to work out in us that obe- 
dience and self-control and purity that 
will ultimately flower into that greatest 
of all of God’s gifts, a deep love for the 
one who is to be a helpmeet and partner 
and lover for all time. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

4 


“The one great teacher of the Bible is 
the Holy Spirit, who is Himself the 
author of the Book. Have you never 
thought, when you have read some book 
which has been helpful to you, ‘I wish 
that I could read this book with the 
author and have him explain to me as 
I read’? Well, that is your privilege 
every time you read the Bible; it is 
your privilege to have the Holy Spirit, 
the author of the Book, to interpret it 
to you as you read, if you will only in- 
vite Him to come. He only comes when 
you ask him to come.”—By Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, in the Keswick Calendar. 
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Prayer for Victory Unanswered 
(Continued from page 678) 


There is only one answer; that is not 
the way to be saved. 

It is all right to begin by praying for 
salvation, but there is no use in doing 
this unless one is ready to believe God. 
And God’s Word is that “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life’ (John 3:16). The Lord 
Jesus himself said: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life’ (John 5:24). When the 
Philippian jailer cried out in agony to 
Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved?” their inspired answer 
came, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:30, 
31). Again Paul writes by inspiration: 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 
(Rom. 10:9). 

So anyone crying out to God for sal- 
vation must believe God’s Word if he 
is to be saved, and must not continue 
to pray, and pray, and pray for salva- 
tion, but must thank God that, because 
God has offered Christ to all sinners 
as Saviour, and because the one praying 
believes God, and receives Christ as 
Saviour, he is saved. Then the prayer 
for salvation must be stopped, and praise 
and thanksgiving for salvation must be 
made. 

The victorious life is part of our sal- 
vation —it is our salvation in the pres- 
ent tense. To this earnest and troubled 
child of God who is hungering for vic- 
tory, and who has prayed so long for 
victory, the following personal reply 
was sent: 

After reading. your letter, I believe 
your trouble has been that you have 
kept on praying, and praying, and pray- 
ing for the victorious life in Christ, 
when God has wanted you to stop pray- 
ing and begin praising. 

If we keep on asking God to give us 
what he has already given us, don’t you 
see we are simply expressing our un- 
belief — we are not trusting him to have 
kept his werd? 

When you received Christ as your 
Saviour, and then when you surren- 
dered yourself fully to him as Lord, you 
had done all that you can do. Surren- 
der is our part; victory is God’s part. 
Having done your part, how long do you 
think God delays doing his part? Not 
for a fraction of a second! 

So God is waiting for you to stop ask- 
ing him to do what he has already done. 
Will you not kneel down and confess 
your sin of unbelief (even though it was 
an unconscious sin), and thank God that 
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he IS giving you the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:57); 
that the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus HAS made you free from 
the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2); 
that his grace IS sufficient (2 Cor. 12:9); 
that you ARE more than conqueror 
through him that loves you (Rom, 8: 
37); that you ARE dead to sin, that 
your old man IS crucified with him, and 
therefore that sin shall not have do- 
minion over you (Rom, 6:2, 6, 14); that 
God HAS blessed you with all spiritual 
blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3)? 

Notice that not a single statement 
about you and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
among these just quoted from God's 
true, inviolable, and unbreakable Word, 
is a promise; they are all statements of 
FACT —fact which is true this present 
moment, and moment by moment. Do 
you believe God is a liar? God forbid! 
Then thank him for these precious facts 
about what Christ IS to you now, mo- 
ment by moment. 

Forget all about the idea of “reaching 
the place of victory,” as you say in your 
letter. God wants you to turn your 
eyes away from yourself, from your ex- 
periences, from your feelings, and look 
only at Jesus Christ (Heb. 12:2), who 
is “the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever” (Heb. 13:8). 

Faith is blind; it must not ask to see. 
Faith is cold; it must not ask to feel. 
Will you, in blind, cold faith, tell God 
that you know he is speaking the truth 
in these precious passages of his Scrip- 
ture; that you accept them; that you 
know they are true; and that is all you 
will ever need to know in time or eter- 
nity? Faith trusts God in the present 
tense. You are not to believe that God 
can do this miracle for you, or that he 
will do it, but that he is doing it now. 
For he says he is, in the passages quoted. 

Stop praying and asking him to do 
what he says he has done. Begin prais- 
ing and thanking him for what he has 
done and is doing in and for you. 





[ Children at Home 





Little Blossom's Escape 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


EATED behind the big, stone, Chi- 

nese water k’ong (jar) little Widow 
Lee overheard what her brother-in-law 
and the “talk-marriage man” were say- 
ing. 

“Hao, Hao (Good, Good]. The girl’s 
mother shall be ready. We cannot fill 
their mouths with rice any longer. Can- 
not the priest at the Cloudy Wind Tem- 
ple, and a fifty-cent piece, fix a lucky 
day next week? Then there is nothing 
to wait for.” 
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Widow Lee nearly dropped the cloth 
shoe she was so diligently stitching, for 
she felt sure a second marriage was be- 
ing arranged for her, and sLe wondered 
who was to be her bridegroom. She 
had no ckoice in the matter and would 
have silently submitted to her brother- 
in-law, but for her little daughter. 
Blossom was her one and only treasure 
in the world now, and she could not 
bear to think of a stepfather who might 
ill-treat the child. Stepfathers in China 
were often very cruel to a second wife’s 
child, especially when the mother was 
poor. And Mrs. Lee had “nothing to 
bring over the threshold.” 

“I must find out at once who is the 
chosen one,” she thought to herself. 
“Amah gets to know everything, and 
she will tell me, I am sure.” 

So Mrs. Lee sat still waiting for the 
old family servant to come and wash 
the evening rice in the canal at the 
bank of the farmstead. It seemed ages 
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before she came, and Mrs. Lee got up 
quickly to follow her. 

“T am stiff sitting so long,” she said. 
“I will come and help you, Amah.” 
The clever old woman noticed a look in 
the young widow’s eyes that told her she 
had a hidden reason. As they squatted 
down close together by the water, Mrs. 
Lee whispered as she busily tossed the 
rice to and fro in the flat basket. 

“Who is the Husband-to-be?” 

“Old Grandfather Wong of the copper 
shop. My heart turned over when I 
heard his name. He is an old vulture. 
He has the dollars,—but, oh, he is 
mean and wicked, and gambles all the 
time. Everyone knows how cruel and 
bad he is; and he is feared by all.” 

“What can I do,” whispered the widow, 
“to save my little Blossom? I will risk 
anything.” 

“Then go tomorrow before the cock 
crows. My cousin Ling, the boatman, 
has come down from the city for a load 
of firewood. He leaves at ‘the hour of 
the monkey.’ Be ready! There is Lady 
calling me.” 

Left alone by the canal, Mrs. Lee 
dropped her head in her hands. She 
was in bitter trouble, for she had heard 
many tales of the wicked old copper- 
smith. She never could let little Blos- 
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som fall into the power of such an 
evil man. 

Suddenly she remembered her hus- 
band’s faith in the God they had wor- 
shiped together in their happy home. 
She had often listened to the words of 
the Holy Book and heard his earnest 
prayers. When he was dying he had 
told her that God the Heavenly Father 
would protect her and their dearly loved 
child, but until now Mrs. Lee had felt 
bitter and indifferent. 

“Oh, God,” she cried, “do help us to 
escape. I am full of years, but for the 
sake of my little one have pity upon me. 
I seek thy pardon. I beg thee to save 
us.” Naturally timid and shrinking, Mrs. 
Lee felt a new strength and courage, 
and when she told Blossom secretly 
what they must do, the child realized 
that her mother was determined to risk 
flight. 

Blossom was wis~ for her twelve years 
in some ways. She well knew what 
many Chinese stepdaughters have to 
bear, and she wanted no substitute for 
her beloved father. 

“I will ask the Lord Jesus to help us 
to escape,” she whispered. “I am sure 
we shall be all right. Father always said 
so, and he spoke true words.” 

The next morning, long before dawn, 
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Mrs. Lee and Blossom, helped by good 
old Amah, managed to reach the boat 
secretly. The boatman had a big load 
of wood, and underneath the pile Mrs. 
Lee and her little girl squeezed into 
the smallest space possible. It was an 
eventful river journey, for they had 
not gone far before they were chal- 
lenged by robbers. But the wily old 
boatman managed to convince them he 
was of no value. | 

When at last they reached the city, 
they asked their way to the big iron 
studded gate leading to the Christian 
compound. Mrs. Lee felt very much 
afraid, but one look at little Blossom 
gave her courage to lift the heavy 
knocker. Once inside she found herself 
treated with kindness and sympathy. 
Her husband had been a faithful elder 
of their little village church, and her 
story was heard with compassion. 

“My heart ‘eats joy’ that you came,” 
said the missionary, while his wife 
added, as she patted Mrs. Lee’s trem- 
bling hand, “Have no fear. With God’s 
help we shall keep you here safely. 
Of course you never can go back to your 
relatives, because you have made your 
brother-in-law ‘lose face’ over this busi- 
ness.” 

“I am well content to do so forever. 
We shall serve you to our last breath.” 
And so it was, for as years went on Mrs. 
Lee became matron of the mission hos- 
pital where her life and work were 
the greatest blessing to all. 

And what of Blossom? Well, today 
she is the wife of a splendid Chinese 
pastor in the great port of Shanghai, 
and she is doing her best to save little 
orphan boys and girls in the big refuge 
camps where she is known and loved 
as the “Christian-mother-of-all.” 
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With the New Books 


Messiah: His First Coming Scheduled. 
By David L. Cooper, Th.M., Ph.D., Litt.D. 
(Biblical Research Co., 4417 Berenice 
Ave., Los Angeles, Calif., $2.) This 
schedule all but buries its station stops 
beneath pages of added information. 
Matters of chronology, archeology, and 
history, in discussion form and helpful 
charts, are used as weapons against de- 
structive Old Testament criticism. The 
schedule of Messiah’s first coming is 
best seen in chapters three and nine. 
At these points Dr. Cooper shows him- 
self as able in exegesis as in the above- 
mentioned matters. 

An opening chapter deals with the 
time idea used throughout the volume. 
The following nineteen chapters deal 
with rc riods in the experience of Israel: 
patriarchal, national, monarchial, Gen- 
tile, kingdom. The closing chapter con- 
tains two appendices. One of the two 
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is an illuminating chapter on Jewish 
Messianic speculations. 

The central nineteen chapters are a 
storehouse of Old Testament helps that 
no student of the Bible should neglect. 
Some of the most difficult questions of 
chronology and history are handled in a 
masterly way. In some of thé chapters 
the schedule of Messiah’s second coming 
becomes as prominent as prophecies of 
his first advent. 

The opening ninety-five pages discuss 
Genesis and Daniel as pillars from which 
Scriptural chronology is suspended. Lit- 
tle is said about time; the chief aim’ is 
to save the pillars from the ravages of 
criticism. Lengthy excerpts from de- 
fenders like Urquhart and Wilson, crities 
like Driver and Prince, as well as from 
Daniel himself, are used to defend the 
Book of Daniel. In the section Dr. 
Cooper publishes a composite life of 
Abraham made up of the works of dif- 
ferent contributors, known to the author. 
The critics are asked to separate this 
composite work fmto its several parts. 

In defending Genesis Dr. Cooper car- 
ries the clay document theory of Ed- 
ouard Naville far beyond the favorable 
reception given it by the late Melvin 
Grove Kyle. They explained the so- 
called repetition in the Genesis stories 
as due to summaries of previous tablets 
necessary to relate the continuous story. 
Dr. Cooper, by a wrong exegesis of the 
word generations in the recurring phrase 
these are the generations of, and an 
overemphasis on the word book, which 
occurs in but one, not all, of the phrases 
mentioned, reaches conclusions that are 
hardly acceptable. Generations is to 
him a summary indicating events in 
the experience of a given person. This 
person, by inspiration, Dr. Cooper holds, 
wrote the events on a clay tablet, and 
Moses pieced the story together. Among 
the authors of the clay tablets from 
which Moses made chapters 1 to 36 were 
God, Adam, Noah, Noah’s sons, Shem, 
Isaac-Ishmael, Jacob-Esau. If the hu- 
mans mentioned did not write the clay 
tablets, the author believes they were 
the work of some unknown inspired 
writer from whom these men obtained 
them. The closing fourteen chapters 
Moses himself wrote. 

Now Driver used generations in ex- 
actly the same way to produce his de- 
structively critical documentary theory 
of Genesis! In overthrowing Driver’s 
theory, Urquhart showed that genera- 
tions is never a summary but always a 
preface. On the same grounds Cooper's 
theory is wrong. He calls his view a 
documentary theory not, like Driver’s, 
of J. E., ete., but of inspired clay tab- 
lets. But a theory that concedes so 
much to Driver’s system is itself ques- 
tionable. And Dr. Urquhart’s convincing 
explanation of generations is its death 
knell. ; 


The Final Home of the Redeemed. 
By Frank S. Weston, M.A., D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
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Mich., 35 cents.) When, after forty years 
‘of intensive stady and teaching of the 
Bible, a man arrives at certain conclu- 
sions regarding what God has to say 
of our future, those conclusions are 
worthy of consideration even if they 
upset our preconceived theories. Dr. 
Weston begins his five-chapter treatise 
by stating that this earth is to be man’s 
eternal home, proving by Scripture that 
it is only the present world system and 
the taints of sin which are to be de- 
stroyed. This destruction he declares 
will be by fire, which is even now heid 
in check beneath us. 

That the new world will be something 
most glorious is beyond question, for 
there is to be a perfect sinlessness, an 
evergreen verdure, an absolute lack of 
decay, the disappearance of all seas, an 
equable climate from pole to pole, and 
no need of the night for sleep. There 
is to be a new order of fauna and flora, 
adapted to man’s greater use and enjoy- 
ment. And as we know, toil and tears, 
pain and death will be forever past. 
Also our vision of God, our seeing him 
as he is, will be the senses as well as 
the intellect. The last beautiful chapter 
closes with a glorious portrayal of the 
City of God,—its size, splendor, and 
literal reality. 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


September 9 to 15 
Mon.—Psalm 139:1-12, 28, 24. 
The Ever-Present God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou art there.” 
Wherever we dwell, God is there. He 
dwells in every clime and in eternity. 
The atheist’s daughter who changed her 
father’s blasphemous motto from “Gop 
is NOWHERE” to “Gop Is Now HERE” ap- 
preciated this divine truth. Can any 
hide himself in secret places that God 
cannot see him? “All things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). 
Pray for the Gospel Rescue Mission, 
319 Quay St., Port Huron, Mich. 


Tues.—Ecclesiastes 5:1-7. God in Heaven. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “God is in 

heaven.” Heaven is his throne; the earth 

is his footstool. He dwelleth in’ light 


unapproachable, which no man hath 
seen nor can see. God’s exaltation, 
majesty, greatness, and absoluteness 


make the littleness of man into a ques- 
tion mark in Psalm 8. “What is man, 
that thou art mindful of him?” God 
is. high above all. Pray for Evangel 
Bible Institute, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Wed.—Acts 27:18-26. God on the Sea. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “There stood by 
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me this night an angel of God, whose 
I am, and whom I serve.” References 
in Scripture to the Lord standing by 
his own are numerous. Twice over the 
apostle Paul says the Lord stood by 
him (Acts 27:23; 2 Tim. 4:17). The 
Lord loves to draw nigh to his own in 
the night of sorrow. He brings forth 
“his best cordials for our worst hours” 
(Baxter). Pray for Women’s Christian 
Medical College, Ludhiana, India. 


Thurs.—Matthew 4:1-11. Present in Temptation. 
PraYER SuGcestions: “Led up of the 
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spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil.” In the hour of tempta- 
tion God is present with his aid. We 
do well to ask definitely for his keeping 
care: “Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.” Let us be en- 
couraged to expect victory since it is 
written, “There hath no_ temptation 
taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 
Pray for the Hunan Bible Institute, 
Changsha, China. 


Fri.—Isaiah 41:8-13. Present to Help. 

Prayer Succestions: “Fear not; I will 
help thee.” Multitudes have been sus- 
tained by the comfort of this promise. 
It is a well of living water constantly 
springing up for the refreshment of 
God’s people. Fears within are all to be 
stilled; and hopes rise where all seems 
utterly hopeless because God is our as- 
sured, present help in trouble. Luther 
in a dark day was once heard to say, 
“Come on, brother Melanchthon, let us 
sing the Forty-sixth Psalm.” God is 
the hope of the hopeless. Pray for Door 
of Hope, Shanghai, China. 


Dr. Bob Jones, the Internationally-Known Evangelist and 
Founder of Bob Jones College, Cleveland, Tennessee, Says: 


66, N MY evangelistic work which has taken me into all the states of the Union and 
into a number of foreign countries I have met people who seemed to think that 
orthodox Christianity is a sort of ‘down-at-the-heel’ kind of religion. That is one 

of the reasons we founded Bob Jones College. I made up my mind that by the help of 
the Lord we were going to build an educational institution that would stand without 
apology for the absolute authority of the Bible and for the old-time evangelical emphasis 
and yet at the same time stand for and insist upon the highest type culture. This partly 
explains why in Bob Jones College we give speech, violin, voice, piano, and pipe organ 
without additional cost above regular academic tuition. 


“W HEN we founded Bob Jones College fourteen years ago we felt that the Holy 
Spirit was leading us and that we had the right idea of Christian education. 
Educational experts, some of whom do not even claim to be Christians, who have inspected 
Bob Jones College, agree that the institution has long ago ceased to be an educational 
experiment. The fact that students come to Bob Jones College from the best families 
in forty-four states and eight foreign countries is very significant. It is also significant 
that a large percentage of our students are the sons and daughters of distinguished 
Christian leaders. It is strikingly significant that every survey we have made has shown 


that all the graduates of Bob Jones College have good positions and are leaders in their 
chosen businesses or professions. 


6c peepee ALLY, I have never claimed to be a technical educational expert. We 

tell our students that they can borrow brain but they cannot borrow character. 
We employed educational experts to standardize the work of the college around the 
idea that I feel God gave me. My son, who has had far better college and university 


training than his father ever had, is the Acting President. Our Dean is an authority in 
the field of education. 


“ FAMOUS old Southern educator said, ‘An institution of learning that has no 

individuality has no right to exist.’ Every one who has firsthand information 
about Bob Jones College knows that this institution has an individuality all its own. 
The college is standardized academically as other regular colleges of liberal arts, but it 
has a slant on education which distinguishes it from any other educational institution. 
There are, of course, other Christian colleges and Bob Jones College is interested in 
these iftstitutions as they work in the fields of service to which God has called them, but 
Bob Jones College feels it has been called by the Lord into its special field of Christian 
testimony and service. ? 


«ST N THE last seven years there have been constructed on the Bob Jones College campus 

eight modern buildings. There are now two more modern buildings under construction. 
Because of a certain definite conviction on the part of the founder concerning ifs special 
mission, Bob Jones College has not applied and does not intend to apply for member- 
ship in any regional or national educational association though it could qualify for such 
membership. Yet the college is accredited by the Department of Education of the State 
of Tennessee, and its credits are accepted by leading colleges and graduate schools in all 
parts of the country. In addition to its orthodox, Christian standards and high educa- 
tional standards there is a certain something in the atmosphere of Bob Jones College 
that many parents desire for their children and many young people desire for themselves.” 





The 1940-41 Year Begins September 11 


For information and catalogue write Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Acting President 
BOB JONES COLLEGE, CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 





" 22:4). 








(Lesson for Sept. 15) Aug. 31, 1940 


Sat.—John 1:1-9. The Light of His Presence. 
Prayer Succestions: “The light shineth 
in darkness.” God is the source of all 
light. Many have his natural light; but 
few have spiritual illumination. All 
light is illustrative of the purity and 
glory of God. It declares his wisdom, 
speaks of his guidance, and is “the path 
of the just.” Let us walk more and 
more in the light of the Lord. Pray 
for Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n, 
Chicago. 
Sun.—Psalm 61:1-8. Forever with God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Everlasting 
joy” (Isa. 35:10). Brief life is here our 
portion. The hope of the righteous is 
that they shall “see his face; and his 
name shall be in their foreheads” (Rev. 
In God’s presence, where the be- 
liever is to live forever through grace, 
there “is fulness of joy” and “pleasures 
for evermore.” Pray for Christ’s Home, 
Warminster, Pa, 
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